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1 | NDE X
2| WTNESS: JEDD LEVIN

3
4 | EXAM NATI ON PAGE
5| By M. Nwabuzor 4

6 EXHI BI TS
(None marked for identification.)

| NFORMATI ON REQUESTED:
8 (None.)

9 QUESTI ONS W TNESS | NSTRUCTED NOT TO ANSVER:

(None.)
10 * % %

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
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1 LOS ANGELES, CALI FORNI A;
MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2019; 1:59 P.M
2
3 JEDD LEVI N,
4 having been first duly sworn, testifies as foll ows:
5 EXAM NATI ON

6 BY MR NWABUZOR:

7 Q Good afternoon, Oficer.

8 A Good afternoon.

9 Q kay. | don't think we've net before.

10 A No.

11 Q My nane i s Emmanuel Nwabuzor, and ny office

12| represents the Hol |l ywood Liquor store and the owner.
13| And as you are aware, there's a |lawsuit involved
14 | abatenment of nuisance. And that is what we are here

15| to talk about here, to the extent that you are

16 | involved in the investigation.

17 Do you under stand?

18 A Yes.

19 Q Ckay. You've just been sworn to tell the
20| truth. | believe that you have testified in court

21| previously on several occasions; correct?

22 A Yes.

23 Q And have you been involved in any depositions,
24| sonething simlar to what we are doing here today?

25 A Yes.

HINES REPORTERS 4
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1 Q kay. On how nmany occasi ons?

2 A Maybe a handful. Not terribly many.

3 Q Say, under 107

4 A Under 10, yes.

5 Q So, | amgoing to ask you, based on your

6 | experience with those depositions, you know t he

7| prelimnary statenment that we made we call it

8 | admonition? You know, if it's okay, with the consent
9| of your counsel, if you can waive it or do you need ne

10| to go through it?

11 MR. AGUI LERA: We can -- we can wai ve.

12 BY MR NWABUZOR:

13 Q kay. Thank you, O ficer.

14 M5. ROBERTSON: And before we begin, can we

15| just agree to the sane stipulation where if

16 | M. Aguilera objects to the formof the question, |l

171 join -- the People will join in that objection.

18 MR. NWABUZOR: That's fair.

19 M5. ROBERTSON: So | don't have to repeat

20 | nyself.

21 MR. NWABUZOR: And so it can be faster. All
22 | right.

23| BY MR NWABUZOR:
24 Q | show that you have been an officer with the

25| LAPD for 22 years?

HINES REPORTERS 5
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A Yes, Sir.

Q kay. And you are al so assigned to work in
t he Sout hwest Division; correct?

A Yes.

Q And part of your job assignnment covers the
area of West Adam Boul evard and around Longwood
Avenue; correct?

A Yes.

Q kay. Wiich is east of La Brea and Adans
Boul evard; correct?

A Yes.

Q kay. And how | ong have you been so assi gned
to work in the area?

A Un |'ve been assigned to the Southwest
Division a little nore than three years.

Q kay. D d you know the fornmer owners of
Hol i day Li quor?

A No.

Q Did you know the -- the current owners of

Hol i day Li quor?

A NoO.
Q Have you ever nmet with hinf
A NoO.
Q Have you ever spoken to hinf
A NoO.

HINES REPORTERS 6
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Q Did you ever feel any need to neet with hinf

A NoO.

Q Way is that?

MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Calls for
specul ati on. But you can answer.

THE W TNESS: Because |'m an undercover police
officer, and I don't typically introduce nyself to the
public.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q Al right. So, is part of your assignnent the
prevention of crimnal activities?

A Yes.

Q kay. And how do you do that if, for
I nstance, the owner of the store where the activity
occurs i s not aware?

MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Vague, calls for
specul ation. You can answer if you understand.

THE WTNESS: | don't. Can you rephrase the
question, please?

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q kay. M question is this: |If part of your
duty as an investigator is to prevent the comm ssion
of crime -- correct -- how do you do that if, inthis
I nstance, the owner of Holiday Liquor is not aware of

your activities in the area?

HINES REPORTERS 7
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MR. AGUI LERA: Sane objections. You can
answer if you under st and.

THE WTNESS: Well, | understand. But
prevention is one portion of what ny duties and
responsibilities are. So, | can't predict crine, but
| do -- the majority is enforcenent efforts.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q kay. You answered ny question partially. Is
that -- the primary purpose of |aw enforcenent is the
prevention of crine to the extent they are able to;
correct?

A It is one of them

M5. ROBERTSON: (Objection. Vague.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q Sorry. Can you repeat your answer?

A | just said it is one of the -- the goals of
| aw enf or cenent.

Q kay. Do you know Oficer Ana Maria Mejia?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever discussed the issues at Holiday
Li quors with her?

A Yes.

Q kay. Do you know the area that she covers?
By the way, O ficer Mejia is the SLO for the area;

correct?

HINES REPORTERS 8
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A Yes.

Q Was she a SLO during the tine that you were
assigned to this part of the nei ghborhood?

A | nmean, over the last -- | don't -- sonetines
the Senior Lead O ficers change their areas, but |
know that at sone point while | was assigned the

Sout hwest Divi sion she was the Senior Lead Oficer for

t hat ar ea.
Q And where does that area cover?
A | don't know. Specifically, | don't know.
Q kay. | show you here that based on your

background, you specialize in the area of
narcoti cs-rel ated assi gnnments, including possession
for sales and sales of narcotics; correct?

A Yes.

Q And al so you -- you have experience in the

abat enent of nui sance actions; correct?

A Yes.
Q kay. How | ong have you had such experience?
A | was assigned to Detective Support and Vice

Di vi si on, working the Nui sance Abatenent Unit, for
approxi mately two years.

Q kay. Two years. Wuld that be from 2017 to
present ?

A No. Presently, | work southwest narcotics and

HINES REPORTERS 9
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have so for the last three years.
This was ny assignnent prior to my current
assi gnment .
Q Ckay. So, when did the assignnent in the
West ern Boul evard involving Holiday Liquor term nate?
M5. ROBERTSON: (Objection. Vague.
THE WTNESS: |'mnot conpletely sure what
you' re aski ng.
BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q Are you still working as a narcotics officer
in the area where Holiday Liquor is |ocated?
A Yes, | am
Q kay. I'msorry. | talk very soft, and I
speak with an accent which is a double whamy,
especi ally because of her. She is the principal here.
You -- you stated that you are responsible for
formul ati ng and i npl enenti ng | ong-term nui sance
abat enent strategi es?
A | -- 1 -- that was ny previous assi gnnment.

It's not ny current assignnent.

Q kay. But at |least you are famliar with
t hat ?
A Yes, | am

Q kay. And how -- what are your duties as far

as the abatenent of nui sance is concerned?

HINES REPORTERS
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MR. AGUI LERA: At what point in tine?
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q At the tine that -- between the period of 2014
to 2018.
A Well, as far as ny abatenent duties,

specifically to abatenent only applied when I was in
that assignnent. |'mnot currently in that
assi gnment .

Q Ckay.

A So it was -- it was approxi mately four and

five years ago when | was in that assignnent.

Q Ckay.

A At which tinme ny sole function was abatenents.
Q What is your current function?

A |'"'ma narcotics detective, supervisor for the

narcoti cs enforcenent detail at Southwest station.

Q (kay. Have you -- so you -- you have worked
on the abatenent of other |iquor stores?

A Yes.

Q kay. Wiat -- which was the | ast one you

wor ked on, if you recall?

A The -- | don't. | don't renenber the specific
store.
Q Where was the last one -- the last tine you

wor ked on abatenent of |iquor store?

HINES REPORTERS
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A On a liquor store? Four or five years ago.
Q But you don't renenber the one?

A No.

Q Did it involve a lawsuit, to your know edge?
A | don't -- if it did, it -- | wasn't ever

called on it.

Q kay. What typically would you require or
woul d you suggest to reduce crimnal activities in --
nui sance in an area?

MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Calls for
specul ati on, vague. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: It would really -- | nean, each
| ocation that | dealt with had a different set of
ci rcunstances. And ny abatenents included |iquor
stores, ABC |ocations, nightclubs, restaurants,
doughnut shops, massage parlors. So, it was a
different enforcenent strategy with everything we did
because there was different problens with everything
we did.

So, you know, | would | ook at whatever the
i ndi vidual |ocation was, um and after traditional
enforcenent neans have failed, then I would be
assigned to see if we could cone up with other ways
to, you know, abate the problem of the location, the

nui sance activity.

HINES REPORTERS
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So, it really just depended on what the ngjor
nui sance-causi ng activity was at the |ocation.
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q To your know edge, did the traditional
enforcenent strategies fail at the | ocation of Holiday
Li quor ?

A | don't know.

Q kay. Would you typically require the
managenent of, say, the liquor store to take certain
measures to curb nuisance activity in the area?

MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Vague, calls for
specul ati on. But you can answer.

THE WTNESS: Are you referring to ny current
assi gnment or when | was wor ki ng nui sance abat enent ?

MR. NWABUZOR: When you were wor ki ng nui sance
abat enent .

MR. AGUI LERA: Sane obj ections.

THE WTNESS: At sone point in tinme when | was
wor ki ng abatenents there, there was a neeting with
ei ther the property owner and/or the business owner.
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q kay. On this particular occasion, did you
ever have any neeting with the business owner?

MR. AGUI LERA: Referring to Holiday Liquor?
MR. NWABUZOR: Hol i day Liquor, yes.

HINES REPORTERS
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THE WTNESS: No, sir. Because |I'm not doing
abat enent .
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q As a narcotics officers, do you al so nmake
recomrendation as to how a problematic store can be
corrected?

MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Vague. You can
answer .

THE W TNESS: Reconmmendati ons to who?
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q To either the owners, or to whonmever, as to
how the crimnal activity are alleged in the areas can
be reduced?

A No.

Q When you wor ked as an abatenent officer,
right, in order to curb the nuisance activity, would
you recommend hiring state-licensed arned security
guar d?

A That - -

MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Calls for
specul ati on. You can answer.

THE W TNESS: That has been a reconmendati on
at certain locations in the past if |I had felt that
t hat was one of the appropriate neasures to take.

1

HINES REPORTERS
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BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q And what woul d be the purpose of that?

MR. AGUI LERA: Let ne just caution you,
Oficer. The objection is it could possibly invade a
pendi ng crimnal investigation. You're nore aware
than I. As long as you're not violating a privilege
of a current -- of an ongoing investigation or
sonething like that, you're free to answer.

THE WTNESS: Ckay. And I'monly speaking of
prior investigations that have been resol ved.

When | have recommended security guards in the
past, it -- for one, it has provided the presence of
an arned security guard or a security guard which a
| ot of tinme deters folks that do nui sance activity
fromeven being in the area.

And additionally, you know, security officers
-- you know, paid, professional, |icensed security
officers at the, you know, instruction of the property
owner or property business owner -- wll actually help

peopl e that are hanging in the area that shouldn't be

or doing illegal activity on the sidewal ks.
You know, they'll shoe them away or sonetines
they're the person that actually will call the police

i nstead of the property owner because they were there

inrealtine. Um they're often a good conduit between

HINES REPORTERS
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uni formed police officers and the busi ness because,
you know, they usually know everything that's going
on. The uniformed officer is the person to kind of go
t o.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q And woul d you al so recommend installing a
mental -- renotely-nonitorable high-resolution
caneras?

A | have.

Q What is the purpose of that?

A Vell, with the nuisance property, typically
there's crines that occur. Um and a lot of tines
those crines occur because there is no surveill ance
caneras that could help aid in the arrest of the
person that commts a crine.

So, in essence, you -- persons will use or
pick certain areas to commt crines because they know
that they're not being recorded or, if they are being
recorded, that it's not usabl e evidence.

Q And so, essentially, if it's a crine of
opportunity, there's no way of finding out who
commtted the crine?

MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Vague. You can
answer .

THE W TNESS: | don't understand that

HINES REPORTERS
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guesti on.
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q So, the essence of the canera is to at | east
act as a formof deterrence to a potential crimnal
that they could be arrested by | ooking at the nonitor
or finding out who commtted that crine; correct?

A Yes.

Q And have you al so requested or reconmended the
sal es of single-use al cohol to cease?

A Yes.

Q kay. Wiat is the purpose of that?

A Typically, locations that sell single-serve --
or you know, single cans, single cigarettes -- those
type of cheaper products -- tend to draw people
with -- with less, you know, noney in their pocket.

And they just want a beer. They can't afford to buy a
si x-pack of beer. And typically those folks wll
purchase a single and drink it on the sidewal k, drink
it inthe car, in the parking lot and not take it to
their residence to drink it in a legal fashion.

And it's just one -- it is a deterrent to keep
folks that are nore likely to stay around the area to
not stay around the area.

Q So, it's a formof economc deterrence to

t hose people; correct?

HINES REPORTERS
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MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Vague. You can
answer .

THE WTNESS: Partially.
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q kay. And do you have any treasure as to the
anmount that you woul d consider inexpensive for the
si ngl e-servi ng cont ai ner of al cohol ?

MR. AGUI LERA: (bjection. Vague.
THE WTNESS: No, | don't.
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q For instance, you are aware that sonme stores
sell single-service beer, like IPA's, | think that's
what they call them Are those the type of things
that you try curb by --

M5. ROBERTSON. (njection. Vague.
BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q You nmay answer.
A If -- if you're referring to |ike expensive

m crobrewery-type of beers and single servings?

Q Yes.
A No. Single servings in thenselves are not
sonething that | have ever deterred in itself. It's

only when it is acconpani ed by nui sance activity at a
| ocation that | believe that that is one of the

contributors toit. | wouldn't go to -- you know, a

HINES REPORTERS
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BevMb where there is no problens and ask themnot to
sel |l single beers.

Q kay. So, actually that is ny understandi ng
is that other activities contribute to the
recomrendati on that a single-service al cohol not be
sold; correct?

For instance, if there is drug activity in the
area, prostitution in the area and honel essness in the
area, would those be factors that you consider?

M5. ROBERTSON: (bjection. Vague and
conpound.

THE WTNESS: | believe | understand what
you' re asking. And what |I'mactually saying -- and
maybe | didn't -- it canme out backwards, the way |
said it --

MR. AGUILERA: Hold on. If -- if you're going
to provide an answer, then state first what you
under st and the question to be.

THE WTNESS: | -- it sounds as though you're
asking ne if those activities that you listed

contributed to the single service or single serving of

beers. Like, those folks are -- are there causing the
place to sell single beers. |Is that what you're

aski ng?

I 1/
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BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q Those -- folks tend to buy single-service
beer ?

A Yeah. | would say that's accurate.

Q Ckay. And would you al so recommend changi ng

of hours of operation?

A Yes, | have.

Q kay. And typically what would you recomend?

A Again, it really depended on what the specific
problemwas for a location. If -- if -- for exanple,
when | was working sone |ocations in Hollywood that
were either ABC | ocations or liquor stores, if
their -- majority of their nuisance activity occurred,
say, after m dni ght because people |eft nightclubs and
canme to that place to get a beer or alcohol, and that
probl em exi sted fromlike, say, mdnight to 3 o' clock
in the norning, I would recommend that place close at
m dni ght so that they didn't -- the tinme they had
their nuisance activity, they wouldn't be open and,
therefore, the people wouldn't be there, gathering,
causing the activity.

Q kay. And woul d you al so reconmend
| nprovenent on the lighting in the area?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. How about a renoval of signage from

HINES REPORTERS
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W ndows?

A Yes.

Q What type of signage woul d you reconmend
renovi ng?

A Un it really depends on the storefront and

the anmobunt of glass. But it's always the rule of
thunb that | would present to business owners that as
a police car drives by the |ocation and they | ooked at
it, they should be able to see the activity that's
going on inside the | ocation.
When it's conpletely covered with

adverti senment and ot her posters and signs |ike that,
it doesn't afford an officer on the street to see
what's going on. And that is both protection for the
busi ness of, say, they're being robbed, an officer
driving by wouldn't see that happening, and also it
woul d deter folks fromconducting illegal activity
within it because nost of the tine, in ny experience,
if officers drive by and can't see what's going on
i nside, the person that is doing illegal activity or
nui sance activity could go inside so they can't be
seen fromthe street.

Q In essence, all this recommendation, from ny
under st andi ng of your testinony, is to protect the

busi ness owners and al so the community nenbers in the

HINES REPORTERS
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area; correct?

A No. Well, indirectly. The mpjority of what |
woul d recommend woul d be to end or curb nuisance
activity. Wiich, the result of the ending of the
nui sance activity would nmake it a better, safer
| ocation for persons that live in the area and for the
busi ness owner as well in the |ong run.

Q kay. And the -- based on your experience
wor ki ng around the west side nei ghborhood,
specifically with respect to Holiday Liquor, have you
had any problens with the signage on the w ndows?

M5. ROBERTSON: (Objection. Vague.

THE WTNESS: | woul d say yes.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q What probl em have you had?

A um - -

MR. AGUI LERA: Well, I'mgoing to caution you
not to divulge anything that nay be the subject of an
ongoi ng crimnal investigation.

THE WTNESS: Um | have, in the past, had a
narcotics transaction occur wwthin the store and |
could not see the activity because of signage in the
Wi ndow.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q What type of signage do you have in the w ndow
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that has prevented you from seeing what's goi ng on
I nsi de?
A It's typically advertisenent for beers and --
and al cohol and different products. That type of
t hi ng.
| can't -- | don't specifically know what's up
there at that tine or was up there right now
Q kay. Has there, to your know edge, been any
recomendation to the nmanagenent of that store to
renove the signage that prevents | aw enforcenent
officers fromhaving a sense to what is transpiring
I nside the store?
MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Calls for
specul ati on. You can answer.
THE WTNESS: | don't know. | don't know.
BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q Whio woul d know?
MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Calls for
specul ati on. You can answer.
THE WTNESS: | don't know.
BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q The reason I'masking is it is inportant for
your | aw enforcenment purposes to have a sense of
I nvestigation -- | just want to find out whether

anyone fromthe police departnent had requested the
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renoval of signage.

A | don't know.

Q Wul d that be sonething that you woul d
recomrend to your senior officers?

M5. ROBERTSON: (Objection. Vague.

THE WTNESS: Are you referring to the Senior
Lead O ficers?

MR NWABUZOR  Yes.

THE WTNESS: Um honestly, if asked, | wll
gi ve them suggestions that have worked for ne at, you
know, previous |ocations.

But | don't -- | don't goto -- | don't
specifically go to anybody to nmake recomendati ons
on -- on abatenent type issues.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q When was the last tinme you inspected Holi day
Li quor ?

A | nspect ed?

M5. ROBERTSON:  Vague.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q | nmean, by inspection, | nmean surveillance.
| "' m not asking you to disclose the type or purpose of
surveillance. But taking a |ook at, just to make sure
your testinony today is accurate as to the condition

of the store. So that's what |'m asking you.
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1 A kay. So, just so | understand, by

2 "inspection,

3| doing an --

11 tinme | conducted the surveillance in the area around

12| the liquor store?

16 | you did the surveillance | ast Thursday, did you see
17 | any signhage on the store?

18 A | don't recall.

19 Q Begi nning from January of this year to the
20 | present, have you seen any signage on this store?

21 A | did do -- | don't recall for sure.

22 Q Goi ng back to January 2018 to Decenber 2018,
23 | have you seen any signhage on this store?

24 A | don't recall.

you don't necessarily nean going in and

4 Q No?
5 A -- al cohol beverage check where |I'm | ooking

6| inside the store?

7 Q No. Because that's not your duty; right?

8 A That's right.

9 Q Yeah.

10 A If you're asking -- are you asking ne the |ast

13 Q Correct.
14 A Umn | ast Thursday, | think.
15 Q Last Thursday. GCkay. Wen you | ooked -- when

25 Q Ckay. So, you don't have any information as
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to whether or not, in the past three years, there have
been signage issues as far as the |aw enforcenent
activities are concerned?

M5. ROBERTSON: (Obj ection.

MR. AGUI LERA: (bjection. Vague.

M5. ROBERTSON: And argunentative.

THE W TNESS: The only specific know edge that
| have was ny investigation where | was unable to see
| nsi de due to whatever was in the w ndow.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q Are you sure they were -- what -- what was it
on the w ndow?

A | don't know.

Q Can you refer to anything that you saw in the
wi ndow?

A No, | can't. | can only -- | can only say
that I have an obstructed view \ether it was a
poster or a display on the inside that was backed
agai nst the window, | really don't know | just know
| wasn't able to see inside.

Q Whul d that particul ar obstructi on be contai ned
i n your report that contains any of your investigation
of the store?

A As to the specific itenf

Q Correct.

HINES REPORTERS

26



The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company

Deposition of Jedd Levin

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A NoO.

Q Have you had any lighting issues with respect
to Holiday Liquor?

MR. AGUI LERA: (bjection. Vague.

THE WTNESS: | have not had any |ighting
I Ssues.
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q kay. Do you know what the hours of operation
I's now for Holiday Liquor?

A | do not.

Q kay. Wiat is your understanding as to the
hours of operation?

MR. AGUI LERA: At what point in tine?
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q Bet ween January of 2019 to the present.

A | have -- | have no cl ue.

Q How about between January 2018 to Decenber
20187

A | -- no idea.

Q Do you have any information as to whether or
not, as of the present nonent, Holiday Liquor sells
single serving containers of alcohol?

A | -- 1 -- 1 can't say with any kind of
certainty other than |I've seen -- no, as far as

selling, | have no idea.
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Q How about serving?

A What's that, sir.

Q To serve?

MR. AGUI LERA: (bjection. Vague.

THE WTNESS: | -- all | can testify to is
that | have seen persons on the property, and adjacent
to the property, drinking single beers. | don't know
where they got them
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q kay. Fair enough. And it's ny understandi ng
that there is another |iquor store which is east of
Hol i day Liquor, it's called Longs Market.

Are you aware of that?

A |"mvaguely famliar with it.

Q Have you ever done any surveillance activities
around Longs Market?

A Un | probably have, but it would have been
sonet hing where |I've followed a car or noving
surveillance to that |iquor store or sonebody went
there to purchase and then noved on.

But as far as going there to that location to
| ook for narcotics activity, it's nothing |I've ever
done.

Q So, you've never been assigned to nonitor that

store?
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A No.

Q Ckay. And then, I'malso referring to there
Is a store where alcohol is served at the intersection
of La Brea and Adans by the Chevron gas station?

A There is a Chevron gas station.

Q Yeah. Do you -- are you aware that al cohols

or liquors are sold in that store?

A | can't say |'ma hundred percent certain.
Q Have you ever seen honel ess people in the area
dri nking al cohol in open cans in that -- at that

particul ar | ocation?

A No.

Q kay. Do you have any information as to
whet her or not Holiday Liquor and this managenent has
install ed or naintai ned renotel y-nonitorable

hi gh-resol uti on caneras?

A Yes.

Q Do you have access to those caneras?
A Yes.

Q And that is in keeping with your

recommendati on in abatenent cases in other situations;
correct?

A Yes. But it's -- to be clear, | -- that has
nothing to do with ne on this one. That's just --

Q No. | know. I'mjust asking that -- you
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know, you have a --

A It's in line wth other recommendati ons that
have made in the past with other abatenent |ocations.

Q Fair enough. And are you aware that Holi day
Li quor and its managenent has hired state-licensed
security guard?

A | am not aware of that.

Q kay. Have you, between January 2019 to the
present, seen any uniformed, arnmed security guard
around the prem ses of Holiday Liquor?

A In -- in -- | can't say specifically from
January of this year. But inthe tinme -- in the three
years that |'ve conducted surveillance at the
| ocation, | have -- | can say for certain | have on

one occasi on seen an arned security guard.

Q Ckay.

A Actually, let ne rephrase that. A uniforned
security guard. | don't know whether or not he was
ar med.

Q kay. So, and | also want to be clear with

that. Wth respect to individuals that you have seen
consum ng liquors or alcohol in the sidewalk in the
vicinity of Holiday Liquor, you cannot state today
that they are actually bought from Holiday Liquor?

A | can't say with certainty.

HINES REPORTERS

30



The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company

Deposition of Jedd Levin

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q kay. Do you have any information as to
whet her the owners or nanagenent of Holiday Liquor are
aware of the narcotic activities within the area?
MR. AGUI LERA: (bjection. Vague, calls for
specul ati on. You can answer.
THE WTNESS: | have no idea.
BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q Have you stated that Holiday Liquor has

devel oped a reputation in the community as a pl ace

where illegal drugs are bought and sol d?
A Yes.
Q VWhat is the basis of that information?
A Un well, prior to -- upon ny arrival in

Sout hwest Division, a little over three years ago and
in joining the narcotics squad of that division, |
was, you know, told wthin the first week of multiple
| ocati ons throughout the division that are known
narcotics sales locations, and that the area around
Hol i day Liquor was one of them And since that tine,
it's when we don't have directed enforcenent

activity -- and by that, | nean we are just goi ng out,
| ooking for things without a specific -- you know, go
to this house, go to this place. The area around
Hol i day Liquor is a location we go to all the tinme and

see activity all the tine.
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1 Un | have al so been directed there or asked
2] to go there by the Senior Lead Oficer for the area as

3| well as | receive -- | handle all the incomng citizen

4| conplaints regarding narcotics activity for our

5| division. So, as | go through them 1 have, over the

6| last three years, um been directed to that area by
7| citizens.

8 Q kay. And what do you nean that -- do you

9| nean that the liquors -- illegal drugs are bought and

10| sold inside the store? O in the vicinity of the

11| area?
12 M5. ROBERTSON. (njection. Vague.
13 THE WTNESS: | don't understand the questi on.

14 BY MR NWABUZOR:
15 Q When you said that illegal drugs are bought
16 | and sold, are you referring to inside the store or

17 out side the store?

18 A Bot h.

19 Q Both. And to your know edge, is the store
20| involved in the sale of the illegal drugs?

21 M5. ROBERTSON: (bj ect.

22 MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Vague. You can

23 answer .
24 THE W TNESS: | -- |1 don't know.
25 [ |
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BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q kay. Do you have any information to that
effect?

A | have never received information that the
owners of the business and/or the property were
actively involved in the sales of narcotics.

Q kay. And to your information and based on
your know edge, who are the peopl e responsible for
these sales of the illegal drugs in the area?

MR. AGUI LERA: And again, I'll just caution
you regardi ng any ongoing crimnal --

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q | "' m not asking you specifically for nanes.
| ' m not asking you that.

Counsel, | want you to understand, |'m not
asking for the nanes, to the extent that they are
subj ect of ongoing crimnal investigation. |[|'m aware
of sone of the people that you people arrested and
prosecuted in the area. So those are of record.

So |I'm asking you general information based on
your training, your experience and your know edge of
the area, the people who are responsible for the
i1l egal sales of drugs?

M5. ROBERTSON: Vague as to "responsible.™
I 1/
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BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q Ckay. You can answer.

A What | can try and do -- and hopefully this
answer the question. That | do understand your
question. But there's nunerous ways in which
narcotics are sold at the street |evel.

The -- | can give you exanples of the type of
narcotic sales activity |I've seen at the | ocation, and
t hat shoul d answer your question. |'ve seen persons
that | believed to be narcotics users loitering in
front of the location or adjacent to the | ocation.
Otentinmes, those persons will make a phone call or
just wait for -- for a narcotics dealer to arrive in a
vehicle. That person will arrive in a vehicle and
then there will be an exchange -- a narcotics
exchange, you know, usually at the w ndow of the car.

|'ve seen the cars parked directly in front of
the liquor store. |[|'ve seen them parked next to the
| i quor store. |'ve seen them park around the corner
on Longwood. The one thing that was consistent with
all those is the person was waiting for the narcotics,
were loitering around the liquor store prior to the
sal e occurring.

|'ve al so seen persons that we call "hooks,"

and those are typically narcotics users that wll
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facilitate a narcotics transaction. Um so if a
person is | ooking to purchase narcotics will conme up
to one of these hooks that is loitering in front of
the store and attenpt to purchase narcotics, that
person will then facilitate the sale by either calling
or flagging down or going to a person that is a dealer
of narcotics. They'|ll get the narcotics, and then in
turn they will sell it or give it to the person that
originally asked. That person, even though they are a
hook, they are also commtting the act of narcotics
sal es.
Additionally, | have done undercover

i nvestigations that involved the use of informants
t hat have been sent there specifically to that area by
nysel f and/or ny teamto purchase narcotics. And one
of ny informants contacted a hook in front of the
| ocati on. The hook entered inside of the business and
pur chased narcotics froma person that was inside of
the liquor store.

Q That is called controlled purchase; right?

A Well, if -- that type of investigation is
called a controlled buy.

Q Controll ed buy. Ckay.

So, would that typically happen at any store?

MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Calls for
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specul ati on.

M5. ROBERTSON: And vague.

THE WTNESS: Yeah. | don't understand the
guesti on.
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q Ckay. The -- you said -- I'musing the
exanpl e that you have chosen about the hook. On
control buy, is that sonething that can happen at any
store?

M5. ROBERTSON: (Objection. Vague.
THE WTNESS: It could.
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q And al so, as far as the crimnal nuisance
activities are concerned, they are not confined to the
front of Holiday Liquor; correct?

M5. ROBERTSON: (Objection. Vague.
THE WTNESS: Confined? No, not confined.
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q You al so have activities off Longwood and
Adans Boul evard; correct?

A There is activity that occurred there.

Q OCkay. And there is activities at the corner
of La Brea and Adans Boul evard by the Chevron gas
station; correct?

A There are accurate -- there are narcotics
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activities that occur at nultiple |ocations throughout
t he Sout hwest Di vi sion.

Q And in this situation that you describe, for
i nstance, in the controlled buy situation, what is the
owner of a business to do under the circunstances to
prevent sonething |ike that from happening?

MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Calls for
specul ati on and i nconpl ete hypothetical. You can
answer .

THE WTNESS: Well, | nean, it -- it -- part
of it is all those suggested i nprovenents to avoid it
occurring to begin with. Um | would encourage a
busi ness owner that if illegal activity was occurring
I nside of their |ocation, would be to call the police,
provi de the police with the footage of -- the video
footage, if there is sonme, a description, nake a crine
report and actually becone an active participant in --
in deterring crinme or making an arrest.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q But, for instance, if they see one who is
trespassing, who is a known drug dealer, to call the
police; correct?

M5. ROBERTSON: (Objection. Vague.

THE WTNESS: It -- it really depends on the

circunstance. | nean, if they -- if -- | wouldn't --
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| would not necessarily tell sonmeone to call the

police if they saw soneone that they know in the past

has been a drug dealer. Um | -- but if that person
was doing any kind of illegal activity, everything
fromtrespassing to sales of narcotics, yes, | would

say they should call the police.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q And that woul d be based on the owner's or
enpl oyee's know edge of the illegal activities;
correct?

MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Calls for
specul ati on. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: Like | said, it really -- it
depends.

| mean, you know, | don't expect a business
owner or a clerk to be aware of all the crines that
exi st on the face of the earth, um to know and be
able to regularly identify and, you know, every tine
crinme that exists, but there are sone -- sone basic
things that I woul d expect nost people to be famliar
with and be able to identify or at least it should
strike them as suspicious activity.

Additionally, there is a set of rules, you
know, with every ABC establishnment in order to have a

| i cense that kind of dictates certain things that may

HINES REPORTERS

38



The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company

Deposition of Jedd Levin

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

not be a crinme otherw se, but may be a viol ation of
that license. |'ve had a lot of liquor store owners
or ABC owners take on enforcenent or notification of
pol i ce when persons are doi ng sonething that woul d
conprom se their license or the condition of their

| i cense.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q Do you know personally if ABC has been
i nvolved in investigation of a Holiday Liquor with
respect to the nuisance activities we nentioned?

A | have no idea.

Q Do you have any information as to whether or
not Holiday Liquor has failed any ABC test to be able
to keep their |icense?

A | have no idea.

Q So the citizens conplain to you about the drug
activities in the area. Do they typically call you or
they call 911 on that channel to you?

A Honestly, the way | receive information, it
vari es.

| mean, there's persons that call 911.
There's persons that call the non-energency I|ine.
There's persons that nake an anonynous conplaint to
narcotics division and, in turn, narcotics division

types up, basically, a form saying, hey, go

HINES REPORTERS

39



The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company

Deposition of Jedd Levin

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

i nvestigate this area. That wll cone to ne.

There's Crine Stoppers which is an online --
anonynous way where people can go online and say, you
know, whatever the crimnal activity going on in an
ar ea.

There's persons that will tell their Seni or
Lead O ficer, hey, they're selling drugs in the area.
That Senior Lead Oficer says, hey, can you go check
t hat .

There's persons that call the Gty Attorney's
Ofice, the District Attorney's Ofice, the Captain's
Ofice, and the Chief of Police sonetines.

So, all those different neans filter to ne,
and then we nmake a determ nation of what -- what and
how we can investigate. So, | get themin all
different forns.

Q Has the Councilman for District 10 --

A Counci | man?

Q Yeah. For District 10, | think that's
M. Wesson.

MR. SHERI FF: Herb Wesson.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q Has anyone fromhis office called you
regardi ng drug activity in the area?

A | don't recall.
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Q And to your know edge, has M. Abdul Sheriff
-- | can represent to you, he's the owner of the store
-- has he reached out to the Southwest D vision
regardi ng the drug activity in the area?
MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Calls for
specul ati on, no foundation. You can answer.
THE WTNESS: | can only state that he has
never -- 1've never spoken with him
BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q kay. But to your know edge, you don't know
whet her he has reached out to the Sout hwest Division?
A | have no idea.
Q And as far as the commttee nenbers are
concerned, when is the last tine you received
i nformati on about drug activity in the area?
MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. The commttee
menber s?
BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q Comruni ty nenbers?
MR. AGUI LERA: Community nenbers.
M5. ROBERTSON: And objection. Vague.
THE WTNESS: | can't recall at this point.
BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q kay. Between January 2019 to the present,

has there been any changes in terns of the frequency
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of drug activities in the vicinity of the business
Hol i day Li quor?

MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Vague, calls for
specul ati on. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: Not in ny observation.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q kay. Has the activity renmai ned the sane?
Gone down? O gone up?

MR. AGUI LERA: Sane obj ections.

THE WTNESS: It appears to ne to be the sane
every tine |'ve gone out there for the last three
years.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q (kay. And the area you cover again, can you
give me the -- the area that you see the activities
goi ng on?

| know you say that fromthe drug store all
the way to Longwood. And does that also include the
La Brea area?

MR. AGUI LERA: Well, objection. | think it
m sstates his testinony.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q But you can -- strike that.

Can you tell ne the area that your

I nvestigation has shown you the drug activity have
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remai ned the sane?

M5. ROBERTSON: (Objection. Vague.

THE WTNESS: Every investigation, alnost
wi t hout exception, that | have done in that general
area, one or nore of the persons involved have been
one tinme or another in front of the |iquor store.

The majority of the activity and arrests that
| have made, if |'ve nade an arrest that day, have
been between the |iquor store and Longwood. | have
sonetimes made it across the street. | have sonetines
foll owed sonebody fromthe gas station. But the
majority of the enforcenent activity has taken pl ace
on that one block -- the half a block, actually.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q And the half a block is between Longwood and
Vst Vi ew?

A No. In the front of the |iquor store.

Q And how many arrests have you nmade bet ween
January 2018 to the present?

M5. ROBERTSON:  Vague.

MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Calls for
specul ati on. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: Arrests in total?

BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q Yeah.
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1 A For anyt hi ng?
2 Q No. | would say with respect to your current
3 activities which is drug and narcotics enforcenent;

4 correct?

5 A Yes. But you're asking ne city-w de how many?
6 Q No, no, no. Wthin the area. W are talking
7| about liquor store -- Holiday Liquor and the vicinity.
8 A kay. So -- so | understand your question,

9| you're asking ne how many arrests ny squad or nyself

10 | have made specifically tied to the area around Hol i day

11 | Li quor.

12 Q Hol i day Liquor store, yeah.

13 MR AGUI LERA: For two years.

14 BY MR NWABUZOR:

15 Q Yes.

16 A |"m-- I"mroughly estimating a dozen.

17 Q A dozen. How many have you nade between

18 | January 2019 to the present?

19 A Arrests?
20 Q Yes.
21 A It -- I just -- not all of ny investigations

22| result in an inmmediate arrest. So, there's many tines
23| where ny investigation starts in that area, but then
24| we'll finish three weeks later in 77th D vision.

25 Q Ckay.
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A And it may not nmke sense to you, but in the
course of how we do our investigations, that's
soneti nes how it happens.

Q Ckay.

A So to -- and | do understand your question,
but to go back and say specifically how nany arrests

have been nmade in that half a bl ock since January of

this year, um | -- | don't know |'d have to | ook at
nmy roster. | don't know of f hand.
Q And have there been any arrests this year in

front of Holiday Liquor, to your know edge?
A | don't -- I'"'mnot sure. | don't believe
directly in front of the location, no.
MR. AGUI LERA: That's for drugs, right, and
nar coti cs?
BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q For drug -- the area -- the things that you
are assigned to.
A Ckay.
Q To work on in the area. Al right.
QO her than drugs and narcotics, do you cover
any other vices in the area?
A Yes.
Q Li ke what ?

A Umn whatever ny captain wants ne to docunent
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as far as vice activity. Um the vice unit handl es
those things. Anything that falls under that -- which
woul d be prostitution, alcohol-related, that type of
thing -- we don't -- I wll -- ny squad does not do
that. But nmy captain will ask ne to do robbery
enforcenent. M captain will ask ne to do fireworks
enforcenent. So, | nean, where ny main focus and ny
main job task is narcotics investigations, | wll
handl e anything that is needed by -- if they need a
pl ai nclothes unit, we'll do.
Q Al right. Are you aware of the honel essness
i ssue in the area of Holiday Liquor between January
2019 to present?
M5. ROBERTSON: (Objection. Vague.
MR. AGUI LERA:  Join.
M5. ROBERTSON: Sorry.
MR. AGUI LERA: It's okay.
THE W TNESS: No.
BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q To your know edge, have you seen a | ot of
honel ess people loitering in the area of Wstern
Boul evard, between Holiday Liquor and La Brea, from
January 2019 to the present?
A | -- 1 can't really answer that question, sir,

because | can't nmake a determ nati on whet her sonebody
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i s honel ess based upon ny observations. Unless, of
course, | saw tents or sonething that indicated that

person was living in that area. And if you're asking

me if sonmeone -- if it appears people are living on
the street in that area, | would say no.
Q kay. Have you seen people in tents around

the corner of La Brea and Adans between January 2019
to present?

A NoO.

Q kay. Have you seen people in tents under the
10 freeway, which is north of La Brea and West Adans,
bet ween January 2010 -- 2019 to present?

A Not to ny recollection.

Q And have you seen people noving their carts
fromLa Brea Boul evard on Adans, goi ng east of Adans,

bet ween January 2019 'til present?

A What was the word? Carts?

Q Yeah. Carts, shopping carts.

A | can't say specifically.

Q Ckay. O ficer Levin, did anyone prevail on

you to file any docunent that will force the closure

of Holiday Liquor?

A | didn't -- | didn't understand the first word
you sai d.
Q Has anyone fromeither the community, the
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police, the councilman's office, prevail on you to put
docunents together that will force the cl osure of

Hol i day Li quor?

A Ch, no.
Q Is it your intention to have Holiday Liquor
cl osed?

A Me, personally?

Yeah.

NoO.

In your capacity as a police officer?

No.

> O >» O

Q Now, do you think that people who loiter
around Hol i day Liquor are honel ess peopl e?
MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Vague, calls for
specul ation. You can answer.
THE WTNESS: Do | think the people that
loiter in front of there are honel ess?

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q Yes.
A No.
Q Do you know if sonme of the people that loiter

there are honel ess peopl e?
A | don't know.
Q Ckay. Do you know whet her sone of the people

that patronize the drug dealers there are honel ess
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1| people?

2 A | don't know.
3 Q Do you know whet her sone of the people that
4| sell drugs in the area -- and by "the area,” | nean

5| the vicinity of Holiday Liquor all the way to La

6| Brea -- are honel ess peopl e?

7 A That -- that sell the narcotics?

8 Q Yes.

9 A "' mnot aware of that.

10 Q Were you assigned to deal specifically with

11 the i ssue of honel essness within the area?

12 A Homel essness?

13 Q Yes, sir.

14 A No.

15 Q Have any of the community nenbers,

16 | nei ghborhood residents reached out to you on the
17 | probl ens of honel essness wthin the area?

18 A No.

19 Q How about the problem of prostitution?

20 A No.

21 Q How about the problens of gang?

22 A No. But -- | want to nake sure that you do

23 | understand what ny assignnment is with narcotics.

24 If there is a gang or a prostitution problem

25| in the area and that is called in by sonebody, it
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woul d not cone to ne. So, | can't say whether the
gang unit has received information or the vice unit
has received information. But no one has cone to the
narcotics unit conplaining of these things.

MR. NWABUZOR: All right. So, what |I'm going
todois -- this wll be quicker than the |ast one.
|"mgoing to review ny notes, and then I'l| cone back
and wrap up ny questi oning.

So, take about 15-m nutes break, 10, 15
m nut es.

(Of the record.)

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q We are back on the record.

Oficer, you're still under oath; correct?
A Yes, sir.
Q When you nade arrest around the vicinity of

Hol i day Liquor for drug users, generally the people
you arrested, were they honel ess peopl e?

MR. AGUI LERA: (Objection. Calls for
specul ati on. You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | don't -- | have no idea.
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q How about the drug sellers, the drug deal ers?

Do you know if they were honel ess peopl e?

MR. AGUI LERA: Sane obj ecti on.
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THE WTNESS: | can't say for certainty.
There's never been an indicator to nme that any of the
folks involved in this are honel ess.
BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q kay. And who -- there is a person by the
nanme of Detective Reyes. Do you know who that is?
MR. AGUI LERA: How do you spell the | ast nane?
BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q R-e-y-e-s.

A | mean, | know several Reyeses in the
departnent, but not -- | don't know who specifically
that --

Q Who is the head of narcotics departnent,

Sout hwest Di vi si on?

A Had -- are you asking ne who is?

Q Yes.
A Jesus Martinez. Jesus Marti nez.
Q Are you aware of an arrest sonetinme in 2017

i nvol ving a drug deal er, goes by the street nane Lal a?
MR. AGUI LERA: L-a-l-a?
MR NWABUZOR  Yes.
THE WTNESS: |I'mfamliar with it, yes.
BY MR NWABUZOR:
Q kay. Do you know the person that provided

the information that led to the arrest of Lal a?
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A Not off the top of ny head, | do not.

Q Do you know whet her the owner of Holiday
Li quor, M. Sheriff, led to the arrest of drug dealer
Lal a?

A | have no idea.

(O f the record.)

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q Now, we tal ked about the video caneras before
as one of the neasures that we have in deterring drug
activities. Now, do you know if there is a canera in

the vicinity of the church at the sane Holiday Liquor?

A | -- 1 don't know if there's caneras at the
chur ch.
Q And do you -- so you don't have access to the

canera that covers the church area, the intersection

of Longwood and -- and Adans Boul evard?

A The only caneras that | have access to are the
ones -- the Holiday Liquor cameras.

Q Ckay.

A So, if one of those angles covers that

i ntersection, then it's possible.
But if you're asking ne if | have access to,
| i ke, church cameras or sonebody else, | don't.
Q W have it on record that M. Sheriff provided

the church with video caneras to cover the area of the
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church. | wanted to know if you were aware of that.

A | -- 1 have no idea.

Q And when you | ook at the canmera that you have
access to from Hol i day Liquor, does it go as far as
the intersection of La Brea and Adans Boul evard?

A No.

Q (kay. How far does it go, going westbound?

A Un to the best of ny recollection, there --
there's three exteriors that | have access to that, at
best, cover, in a westbound direction, nmaybe not as
far as the corner but just, kind of, a few feet past
the edge of the Holiday Liquor building, facing
west bound.

Q Have you -- has that been an issue in terns of
your | aw enforcenent activities as to how far the
canmeras can go?

A No.

MR. AGUI LERA: (bjection. Vague.
BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q But you never requested for additional caneras

to be installed to enable your view, as far as you

can, west bound?

A No. | didn't. |[|'ve never.
Q How about goi ng east bound?
A No.
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Q Okay. Now, were you requested by the People
to sign a declaration regarding your investigation
activities with respect to this case?

A By the People, you nean the City Attorney's
Ofice?

Q Yes.

A Yes.

Q And you signed it; correct?

A Yes.

Q Wth respect to the investigation in Decenber
19, 2018 where you had a -- where you had an i ncident
i nvol ving a hook that made a drug purchase inside the
store, did you ultimtely nmake an arrest?

A | believe so, but it wasn't at that day and
time or |ocation.

Q kay. So, who did you arrest? The hook or
t he purchaser?

A No. W -- we arrested the seller, the dealer.

Not the hook or the purchaser.

Q Is that typically the target for you?

A Yes.

Q And was he prosecut ed?

A | don't know.

Q To your recollection, did the deal er have an

address? The one you arrested?
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A | believe so, I -- I'"'mnot a hundred percent
because they kind of -- there's a lot of arrests and a
| ot of search warrant services. |'mpretty sure that

I nvestigation led to a search warrant service at a
resi dence, and then soneone was arrested at a
resi dence.

Q Have you nade any arrests around the vicinity
of Longs store?

A O which store?

Q Long -- Long Supermarket? 1Is it Long?

MR. SHERI FF: Yes. Longs MarKket.

BY MR NWABUZOR:

Q Longs Mar ket ?

A Oh, it is the one that's --

Q East ?

A -- east of the location? Not to ny
recol | ecti on.

Q Agai n, how about the store at the corner of La

Brea and Adans?

A By "store," are you referring to the gas
station?

Q The gas station; correct.

A Un | don't recall any arrests nmade at that

gas station.

Q How about made arrests in the vicinity of
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Longwood and Adans; correct?

A Yes.

MR. NWABUZOR: All right. | don't have any
ot her questions. | don't know if M. Aguilera has
any.

MR. AGUI LERA: No questions.

MR NWABUZOR O you?

M5. ROBERTSON: No questions.

MR. NWABUZOR: (kay. So we pretty nuch done.
M. Aguilera is going to explain to you -- |I'msure
you're famliar with that. So, we'll go with the sane

stipul ati on as before.

VR, AGUI LERA:

| s that agreeable to you?

Let me just ask hi m about

timng. W can go off the record for this.

(Of the record.)

MR, AGUI LERA:
MR, NWABUZOR:
the | ast one.
So, thank you,
M5. ROBERTSON:
THE REPORTER:
MR, AGUI LERA:
M5. ROBERTSON:

So sane stipul ation?

Have the sane stipul ation as

Oficer.

So stipul at ed.
And copy order the sane?
Yes. Sane order.

Sane order.

(The follow ng stipulation entered into

bet ween counsel at the conclusion of Ana Maria Mgjia's
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1| deposition, taken June 10, 2019 is incorporated herein

2| as follows:

3 "MR AGUI LERA: Ckay. So, what | would

4| propose is that the court reporter forward the

5| transcript to ny office, to ny attention, and | w |
6| see to it that Oficer Megjia has an opportunity to
7| reviewit. And then | will informyou of changes,

8 | corrections, anything of that nature.

9 "So tell nme your tinme limts.

10 "MR. NWABUZOR: | need it as quickly as

11 | possi bl e because we have to file responsive pl eadi ngs.

12| So, can you do that within a week of receipt?
13 "MR. AGUI LERA: So, you're going to have it

14 | expedited?

15 "MR. NWABUZOR: Yeah.
16 "MR AGUI LERA: So, when will we get this?
17 "THE REPORTER: This is the first I'm hearing

18 | of this.

19 "MR. NWABUZOR: We'll need within a week.

20 "THE REPORTER  So, you'll have it within a

21| week.

22 "MR AGU LERA: Ckay. And then how |ong after
23| | get it are you asking for?

24 "MR. NWABUZOR  You can do it in a week;

25| right?
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"MR AGUI LERA:
"MR. NWABUZOR:
"MR AGUI LERA:

So two weeks from today?
Yeah.

kay. So, if | get it a week

fromtoday, are you going to be anywhere, Oficer?

"THE W TNESS:

"MR AGUI LERA:

gets it.

"MR NWABUZOR:

how long it's going to

the pressure is on ne.

"MR AGUI LERA:

get it to nme in a week.

No.
kay. We'll nmake sure she

Do you think -- | don't know
take her to doit. It's ny --

The court reporter is going to

“"MR. NWABUZOR:  Ckay.
"MR. AGUILERA: | will get it fromOficer
Mejia, and we'll informyou in a week, the date | get

it, of any corrections

penal ty of perjury; is

"MR NWABUZOR:

cust ody of --

"MR AGUI LERA:
“"MR NWABUZOR:

hearing --

"MR AGUI LERA:
“"MR NWABUZOR:

and the fact of signature under
t hat okay?

Sure. And you maintain

OF the original.

-- And produce the sane at the

At the hearing.
-- or trial. And if the

original is not produced upon reasonabl e request, then
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a certified, true copy of the original can be used for
all purposes in this case.

"MR. AGUI LERA: So sti pul at ed.

"MS5. ROBERTSON: So stipul at ed.

"MR. NWABUZOR: Thank you. "

(The deposition concluded at 3:21 p.m)

* * %
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DECLARATI ON UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

|, JEDD LEVIN, do hereby certify under penalty
of perjury that | have read the foregoing transcri pt
of ny deposition taken June 10, 2019; that | have nade
such corrections on the errata sheet provided; that ny
testi nony as contained herein, as corrected, is true
and correct.

DATED this day of , 20 at

. Californi a.

JEDD LEVI N
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATI ON

|, Carol L. Mtchell, CSR No. 12319 for the
State of California, do hereby certify:

That the foregoing witness was by ne duly
sworn; that the deposition was then taken before ne at
the tine and place herein set forth; that the
testi nony and proceedi ngs were reported
stenographically by nme and later transcribed into
typewiting under ny direction; that the foregoing is
a true record of the testinony and proceedi ngs taken
at the tine.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have subscri bed ny nane
this 17th day of June, 2019.

CAROL L. M TCHELL, CSR NO. 12319
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            SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

     

         FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT

     

     

     

     THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF     )

     CALIFORNIA,                    )

                                    )

                      Plaintiffs,   ) CASE NO.

                                    ) BC718027

             V.                     )

                                    )

     FREETOWN HOLDINGS COMPANY, a   )

     California Corporation; ABDUL  )

     JAMAL SHERIFF, an individual   )

     and DOES 1 through 50,         )

     inclusive,                     )

                                    )

                      Defendants.   )

     ______________________________ )

     

     

     

                    DEPOSITION OF JEDD LEVIN

     

                     LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

     

                         JUNE 10, 2019

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

            Reported by Carol Mitchell, CSR No. 12319
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 01  Appearances

 02       For the Plaintiff:

 03           CITY OF LOS ANGELES

              BY:  DREW ROBERTSON, ESQ.

 04           CITY HALL EAST

              200 North Main Street

 05           Suite 966

              Los Angeles, California  90012

 06           (213) 978-4084

              drew.robertson@lacity.org

 07  

 08       For the Defendant:

 09           EMMANUEL NWABUZOR, APC

              BY:  EMMANUEL NWABUZOR, ESQ.

 10           -and-

              BY:  GEORGE CHUKWUDOBE, ESQ.

 11           3250 Wilshire Boulevard

              Suite 1500

 12           Los Angeles, California  90010

              (213) 738-5066

 13           Emnlaw@hotmail.com

 14       For the Witness:

 15           CITY OF LOS ANGELES

              BY:  DANIEL P. AGUILERA, ESQ.

 16           CITY HALL EAST

              200 North Main Street

 17           Room 800

              Los Angeles, California  90012

 18           (213) 978-8397

              Daniel.Aguuilera@lacity.org

 19  

 20           DEPOSITION OF JEDD LEVIN, taken at Emmanuel

 21  Nwabuzor, APC, 3250 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1500,

 22  Los Angeles, California on Monday, June 10, 2019, at

 23  1:59 p.m. before Carol L. Mitchell, Certified

 24  Shorthand Reporter, in and for the State of

 25  California.
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 01                        I N D E X

 02  WITNESS:  JEDD LEVIN

 03  

 04  EXAMINATION                                      PAGE

 05  By Mr. Nwabuzor                                    4

 06                      E X H I B I T S

                (None marked for identification.)

 07  

                     INFORMATION REQUESTED:

 08                          (None.)

 09        QUESTIONS WITNESS INSTRUCTED NOT TO ANSWER:

                             (None.)

 10                            ***

 11  

 12  

 13  

 14  

 15  

 16  

 17  

 18  

 19  

 20  

 21  

 22  

 23  

 24  

 25  
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 01                 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA;

                MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2019; 1:59 P.M.

 02  

 03                        JEDD LEVIN,

 04    having been first duly sworn, testifies as follows:

 05                        EXAMINATION

 06  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 07      Q    Good afternoon, Officer.

 08      A    Good afternoon.

 09      Q    Okay.  I don't think we've met before.

 10      A    No.

 11      Q    My name is Emmanuel Nwabuzor, and my office

 12  represents the Hollywood Liquor store and the owner.

 13  And as you are aware, there's a lawsuit involved

 14  abatement of nuisance.  And that is what we are here

 15  to talk about here, to the extent that you are

 16  involved in the investigation.

 17           Do you understand?

 18      A    Yes.

 19      Q    Okay.  You've just been sworn to tell the

 20  truth.  I believe that you have testified in court

 21  previously on several occasions; correct?

 22      A    Yes.

 23      Q    And have you been involved in any depositions,

 24  something similar to what we are doing here today?

 25      A    Yes.
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 01      Q    Okay.  On how many occasions?

 02      A    Maybe a handful.  Not terribly many.

 03      Q    Say, under 10?

 04      A    Under 10, yes.

 05      Q    So, I am going to ask you, based on your

 06  experience with those depositions, you know the

 07  preliminary statement that we made we call it

 08  admonition?  You know, if it's okay, with the consent

 09  of your counsel, if you can waive it or do you need me

 10  to go through it?

 11           MR. AGUILERA:  We can -- we can waive.

 12  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 13      Q    Okay.  Thank you, Officer.

 14           MS. ROBERTSON:  And before we begin, can we

 15  just agree to the same stipulation where if

 16  Mr. Aguilera objects to the form of the question, I'll

 17  join -- the People will join in that objection.

 18           MR. NWABUZOR:  That's fair.

 19           MS. ROBERTSON:  So I don't have to repeat

 20  myself.

 21           MR. NWABUZOR:  And so it can be faster.  All

 22  right.

 23  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 24      Q    I show that you have been an officer with the

 25  LAPD for 22 years?
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 01      A    Yes, sir.

 02      Q    Okay.  And you are also assigned to work in

 03  the Southwest Division; correct?

 04      A    Yes.

 05      Q    And part of your job assignment covers the

 06  area of West Adam Boulevard and around Longwood

 07  Avenue; correct?

 08      A    Yes.

 09      Q    Okay.  Which is east of La Brea and Adams

 10  Boulevard; correct?

 11      A    Yes.

 12      Q    Okay.  And how long have you been so assigned

 13  to work in the area?

 14      A    Um, I've been assigned to the Southwest

 15  Division a little more than three years.

 16      Q    Okay.  Did you know the former owners of

 17  Holiday Liquor?

 18      A    No.

 19      Q    Did you know the -- the current owners of

 20  Holiday Liquor?

 21      A    No.

 22      Q    Have you ever met with him?

 23      A    No.

 24      Q    Have you ever spoken to him?

 25      A    No.
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 01      Q    Did you ever feel any need to meet with him?

 02      A    No.

 03      Q    Why is that?

 04           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Calls for

 05  speculation.  But you can answer.

 06           THE WITNESS:  Because I'm an undercover police

 07  officer, and I don't typically introduce myself to the

 08  public.

 09  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 10      Q    All right.  So, is part of your assignment the

 11  prevention of criminal activities?

 12      A    Yes.

 13      Q    Okay.  And how do you do that if, for

 14  instance, the owner of the store where the activity

 15  occurs is not aware?

 16           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague, calls for

 17  speculation.  You can answer if you understand.

 18           THE WITNESS:  I don't.  Can you rephrase the

 19  question, please?

 20  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 21      Q    Okay.  My question is this:  If part of your

 22  duty as an investigator is to prevent the commission

 23  of crime -- correct -- how do you do that if, in this

 24  instance, the owner of Holiday Liquor is not aware of

 25  your activities in the area?
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 01           MR. AGUILERA:  Same objections.  You can

 02  answer if you understand.

 03           THE WITNESS:  Well, I understand.  But

 04  prevention is one portion of what my duties and

 05  responsibilities are.  So, I can't predict crime, but

 06  I do -- the majority is enforcement efforts.

 07  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 08      Q    Okay.  You answered my question partially.  Is

 09  that -- the primary purpose of law enforcement is the

 10  prevention of crime to the extent they are able to;

 11  correct?

 12      A    It is one of them.

 13           MS. ROBERTSON:  Objection.  Vague.

 14  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 15      Q    Sorry.  Can you repeat your answer?

 16      A    I just said it is one of the -- the goals of

 17  law enforcement.

 18      Q    Okay.  Do you know Officer Ana Maria Mejia?

 19      A    Yes.

 20      Q    Have you ever discussed the issues at Holiday

 21  Liquors with her?

 22      A    Yes.

 23      Q    Okay.  Do you know the area that she covers?

 24  By the way, Officer Mejia is the SLO for the area;

 25  correct?
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 01      A    Yes.

 02      Q    Was she a SLO during the time that you were

 03  assigned to this part of the neighborhood?

 04      A    I mean, over the last -- I don't -- sometimes

 05  the Senior Lead Officers change their areas, but I

 06  know that at some point while I was assigned the

 07  Southwest Division she was the Senior Lead Officer for

 08  that area.

 09      Q    And where does that area cover?

 10      A    I don't know.  Specifically, I don't know.

 11      Q    Okay.  I show you here that based on your

 12  background, you specialize in the area of

 13  narcotics-related assignments, including possession

 14  for sales and sales of narcotics; correct?

 15      A    Yes.

 16      Q    And also you -- you have experience in the

 17  abatement of nuisance actions; correct?

 18      A    Yes.

 19      Q    Okay.  How long have you had such experience?

 20      A    I was assigned to Detective Support and Vice

 21  Division, working the Nuisance Abatement Unit, for

 22  approximately two years.

 23      Q    Okay.  Two years.  Would that be from 2017 to

 24  present?

 25      A    No.  Presently, I work southwest narcotics and

�0010

 01  have so for the last three years.

 02           This was my assignment prior to my current

 03  assignment.

 04      Q    Okay.  So, when did the assignment in the

 05  Western Boulevard involving Holiday Liquor terminate?

 06           MS. ROBERTSON:  Objection.  Vague.

 07           THE WITNESS:  I'm not completely sure what

 08  you're asking.

 09  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 10      Q    Are you still working as a narcotics officer

 11  in the area where Holiday Liquor is located?

 12      A    Yes, I am.

 13      Q    Okay.  I'm sorry.  I talk very soft, and I

 14  speak with an accent which is a double whammy,

 15  especially because of her.  She is the principal here.

 16           You -- you stated that you are responsible for

 17  formulating and implementing long-term nuisance

 18  abatement strategies?

 19      A    I -- I -- that was my previous assignment.

 20  It's not my current assignment.

 21      Q    Okay.  But at least you are familiar with

 22  that?

 23      A    Yes, I am.

 24      Q    Okay.  And how -- what are your duties as far

 25  as the abatement of nuisance is concerned?
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 01           MR. AGUILERA:  At what point in time?

 02  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 03      Q    At the time that -- between the period of 2014

 04  to 2018.

 05      A    Well, as far as my abatement duties,

 06  specifically to abatement only applied when I was in

 07  that assignment.  I'm not currently in that

 08  assignment.

 09      Q    Okay.

 10      A    So it was -- it was approximately four and

 11  five years ago when I was in that assignment.

 12      Q    Okay.

 13      A    At which time my sole function was abatements.

 14      Q    What is your current function?

 15      A    I'm a narcotics detective, supervisor for the

 16  narcotics enforcement detail at Southwest station.

 17      Q    Okay.  Have you -- so you -- you have worked

 18  on the abatement of other liquor stores?

 19      A    Yes.

 20      Q    Okay.  What -- which was the last one you

 21  worked on, if you recall?

 22      A    The -- I don't.  I don't remember the specific

 23  store.

 24      Q    Where was the last one -- the last time you

 25  worked on abatement of liquor store?
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 01      A    On a liquor store?  Four or five years ago.

 02      Q    But you don't remember the one?

 03      A    No.

 04      Q    Did it involve a lawsuit, to your knowledge?

 05      A    I don't -- if it did, it -- I wasn't ever

 06  called on it.

 07      Q    Okay.  What typically would you require or

 08  would you suggest to reduce criminal activities in --

 09  nuisance in an area?

 10           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Calls for

 11  speculation, vague.  You can answer.

 12           THE WITNESS:  It would really -- I mean, each

 13  location that I dealt with had a different set of

 14  circumstances.  And my abatements included liquor

 15  stores, ABC locations, nightclubs, restaurants,

 16  doughnut shops, massage parlors.  So, it was a

 17  different enforcement strategy with everything we did

 18  because there was different problems with everything

 19  we did.

 20           So, you know, I would look at whatever the

 21  individual location was, um, and after traditional

 22  enforcement means have failed, then I would be

 23  assigned to see if we could come up with other ways

 24  to, you know, abate the problem of the location, the

 25  nuisance activity.
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 01           So, it really just depended on what the major

 02  nuisance-causing activity was at the location.

 03  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 04      Q    To your knowledge, did the traditional

 05  enforcement strategies fail at the location of Holiday

 06  Liquor?

 07      A    I don't know.

 08      Q    Okay.  Would you typically require the

 09  management of, say, the liquor store to take certain

 10  measures to curb nuisance activity in the area?

 11           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague, calls for

 12  speculation.  But you can answer.

 13           THE WITNESS:  Are you referring to my current

 14  assignment or when I was working nuisance abatement?

 15           MR. NWABUZOR:  When you were working nuisance

 16  abatement.

 17           MR. AGUILERA:  Same objections.

 18           THE WITNESS:  At some point in time when I was

 19  working abatements there, there was a meeting with

 20  either the property owner and/or the business owner.

 21  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 22      Q    Okay.  On this particular occasion, did you

 23  ever have any meeting with the business owner?

 24           MR. AGUILERA:  Referring to Holiday Liquor?

 25           MR. NWABUZOR:  Holiday Liquor, yes.
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 01           THE WITNESS:  No, sir.  Because I'm not doing

 02  abatement.

 03  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 04      Q    As a narcotics officers, do you also make

 05  recommendation as to how a problematic store can be

 06  corrected?

 07           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague.  You can

 08  answer.

 09           THE WITNESS:  Recommendations to who?

 10  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 11      Q    To either the owners, or to whomever, as to

 12  how the criminal activity are alleged in the areas can

 13  be reduced?

 14      A    No.

 15      Q    When you worked as an abatement officer,

 16  right, in order to curb the nuisance activity, would

 17  you recommend hiring state-licensed armed security

 18  guard?

 19      A    That --

 20           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Calls for

 21  speculation.  You can answer.

 22           THE WITNESS:  That has been a recommendation

 23  at certain locations in the past if I had felt that

 24  that was one of the appropriate measures to take.

 25  / / /
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 01  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 02      Q    And what would be the purpose of that?

 03           MR. AGUILERA:  Let me just caution you,

 04  Officer.  The objection is it could possibly invade a

 05  pending criminal investigation.  You're more aware

 06  than I.  As long as you're not violating a privilege

 07  of a current -- of an ongoing investigation or

 08  something like that, you're free to answer.

 09           THE WITNESS:  Okay.  And I'm only speaking of

 10  prior investigations that have been resolved.

 11           When I have recommended security guards in the

 12  past, it -- for one, it has provided the presence of

 13  an armed security guard or a security guard which a

 14  lot of time deters folks that do nuisance activity

 15  from even being in the area.

 16           And additionally, you know, security officers

 17  -- you know, paid, professional, licensed security

 18  officers at the, you know, instruction of the property

 19  owner or property business owner -- will actually help

 20  people that are hanging in the area that shouldn't be

 21  or doing illegal activity on the sidewalks.

 22           You know, they'll shoe them away or sometimes

 23  they're the person that actually will call the police

 24  instead of the property owner because they were there

 25  in realtime.  Um, they're often a good conduit between
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 01  uniformed police officers and the business because,

 02  you know, they usually know everything that's going

 03  on.  The uniformed officer is the person to kind of go

 04  to.

 05  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 06      Q    And would you also recommend installing a

 07  mental -- remotely-monitorable high-resolution

 08  cameras?

 09      A    I have.

 10      Q    What is the purpose of that?

 11      A    Well, with the nuisance property, typically

 12  there's crimes that occur.  Um, and a lot of times

 13  those crimes occur because there is no surveillance

 14  cameras that could help aid in the arrest of the

 15  person that commits a crime.

 16           So, in essence, you -- persons will use or

 17  pick certain areas to commit crimes because they know

 18  that they're not being recorded or, if they are being

 19  recorded, that it's not usable evidence.

 20      Q    And so, essentially, if it's a crime of

 21  opportunity, there's no way of finding out who

 22  committed the crime?

 23           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague.  You can

 24  answer.

 25           THE WITNESS:  I don't understand that
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 01  question.

 02  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 03      Q    So, the essence of the camera is to at least

 04  act as a form of deterrence to a potential criminal

 05  that they could be arrested by looking at the monitor

 06  or finding out who committed that crime; correct?

 07      A    Yes.

 08      Q    And have you also requested or recommended the

 09  sales of single-use alcohol to cease?

 10      A    Yes.

 11      Q    Okay.  What is the purpose of that?

 12      A    Typically, locations that sell single-serve --

 13  or you know, single cans, single cigarettes -- those

 14  type of cheaper products -- tend to draw people

 15  with -- with less, you know, money in their pocket.

 16  And they just want a beer.  They can't afford to buy a

 17  six-pack of beer.  And typically those folks will

 18  purchase a single and drink it on the sidewalk, drink

 19  it in the car, in the parking lot and not take it to

 20  their residence to drink it in a legal fashion.

 21           And it's just one -- it is a deterrent to keep

 22  folks that are more likely to stay around the area to

 23  not stay around the area.

 24      Q    So, it's a form of economic deterrence to

 25  those people; correct?
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 01           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague.  You can

 02  answer.

 03           THE WITNESS:  Partially.

 04  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 05      Q    Okay.  And do you have any treasure as to the

 06  amount that you would consider inexpensive for the

 07  single-serving container of alcohol?

 08           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague.

 09           THE WITNESS:  No, I don't.

 10  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 11      Q    For instance, you are aware that some stores

 12  sell single-service beer, like IPA's, I think that's

 13  what they call them.  Are those the type of things

 14  that you try curb by --

 15           MS. ROBERTSON:  Objection.  Vague.

 16  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 17      Q    You may answer.

 18      A    If -- if you're referring to like expensive

 19  microbrewery-type of beers and single servings?

 20      Q    Yes.

 21      A    No.  Single servings in themselves are not

 22  something that I have ever deterred in itself.  It's

 23  only when it is accompanied by nuisance activity at a

 24  location that I believe that that is one of the

 25  contributors to it.  I wouldn't go to -- you know, a
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 01  BevMo where there is no problems and ask them not to

 02  sell single beers.

 03      Q    Okay.  So, actually that is my understanding

 04  is that other activities contribute to the

 05  recommendation that a single-service alcohol not be

 06  sold; correct?

 07           For instance, if there is drug activity in the

 08  area, prostitution in the area and homelessness in the

 09  area, would those be factors that you consider?

 10           MS. ROBERTSON:  Objection.  Vague and

 11  compound.

 12           THE WITNESS:  I believe I understand what

 13  you're asking.  And what I'm actually saying -- and

 14  maybe I didn't -- it came out backwards, the way I

 15  said it --

 16           MR. AGUILERA:  Hold on.  If -- if you're going

 17  to provide an answer, then state first what you

 18  understand the question to be.

 19           THE WITNESS:  I -- it sounds as though you're

 20  asking me if those activities that you listed

 21  contributed to the single service or single serving of

 22  beers.  Like, those folks are -- are there causing the

 23  place to sell single beers.  Is that what you're

 24  asking?

 25  / / /
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 01  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 02      Q    Those -- folks tend to buy single-service

 03  beer?

 04      A    Yeah.  I would say that's accurate.

 05      Q    Okay.  And would you also recommend changing

 06  of hours of operation?

 07      A    Yes, I have.

 08      Q    Okay.  And typically what would you recommend?

 09      A    Again, it really depended on what the specific

 10  problem was for a location.  If -- if -- for example,

 11  when I was working some locations in Hollywood that

 12  were either ABC locations or liquor stores, if

 13  their -- majority of their nuisance activity occurred,

 14  say, after midnight because people left nightclubs and

 15  came to that place to get a beer or alcohol, and that

 16  problem existed from like, say, midnight to 3 o'clock

 17  in the morning, I would recommend that place close at

 18  midnight so that they didn't -- the time they had

 19  their nuisance activity, they wouldn't be open and,

 20  therefore, the people wouldn't be there, gathering,

 21  causing the activity.

 22      Q    Okay.  And would you also recommend

 23  improvement on the lighting in the area?

 24      A    Yes.

 25      Q    Okay.  How about a removal of signage from
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 01  windows?

 02      A    Yes.

 03      Q    What type of signage would you recommend

 04  removing?

 05      A    Um, it really depends on the storefront and

 06  the amount of glass.  But it's always the rule of

 07  thumb that I would present to business owners that as

 08  a police car drives by the location and they looked at

 09  it, they should be able to see the activity that's

 10  going on inside the location.

 11           When it's completely covered with

 12  advertisement and other posters and signs like that,

 13  it doesn't afford an officer on the street to see

 14  what's going on.  And that is both protection for the

 15  business of, say, they're being robbed, an officer

 16  driving by wouldn't see that happening, and also it

 17  would deter folks from conducting illegal activity

 18  within it because most of the time, in my experience,

 19  if officers drive by and can't see what's going on

 20  inside, the person that is doing illegal activity or

 21  nuisance activity could go inside so they can't be

 22  seen from the street.

 23      Q    In essence, all this recommendation, from my

 24  understanding of your testimony, is to protect the

 25  business owners and also the community members in the
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 01  area; correct?

 02      A    No.  Well, indirectly.  The majority of what I

 03  would recommend would be to end or curb nuisance

 04  activity.  Which, the result of the ending of the

 05  nuisance activity would make it a better, safer

 06  location for persons that live in the area and for the

 07  business owner as well in the long run.

 08      Q    Okay.  And the -- based on your experience

 09  working around the west side neighborhood,

 10  specifically with respect to Holiday Liquor, have you

 11  had any problems with the signage on the windows?

 12           MS. ROBERTSON:  Objection.  Vague.

 13           THE WITNESS:  I would say yes.

 14  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 15      Q    What problem have you had?

 16      A    Um --

 17           MR. AGUILERA:  Well, I'm going to caution you

 18  not to divulge anything that may be the subject of an

 19  ongoing criminal investigation.

 20           THE WITNESS:  Um, I have, in the past, had a

 21  narcotics transaction occur within the store and I

 22  could not see the activity because of signage in the

 23  window.

 24  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 25      Q    What type of signage do you have in the window
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 01  that has prevented you from seeing what's going on

 02  inside?

 03      A    It's typically advertisement for beers and --

 04  and alcohol and different products.  That type of

 05  thing.

 06           I can't -- I don't specifically know what's up

 07  there at that time or was up there right now.

 08      Q    Okay.  Has there, to your knowledge, been any

 09  recommendation to the management of that store to

 10  remove the signage that prevents law enforcement

 11  officers from having a sense to what is transpiring

 12  inside the store?

 13           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Calls for

 14  speculation.  You can answer.

 15           THE WITNESS:  I don't know.  I don't know.

 16  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 17      Q    Who would know?

 18           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Calls for

 19  speculation.  You can answer.

 20           THE WITNESS:  I don't know.

 21  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 22      Q    The reason I'm asking is it is important for

 23  your law enforcement purposes to have a sense of

 24  investigation -- I just want to find out whether

 25  anyone from the police department had requested the
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 01  removal of signage.

 02      A    I don't know.

 03      Q    Would that be something that you would

 04  recommend to your senior officers?

 05           MS. ROBERTSON:  Objection.  Vague.

 06           THE WITNESS:  Are you referring to the Senior

 07  Lead Officers?

 08           MR. NWABUZOR:  Yes.

 09           THE WITNESS:  Um, honestly, if asked, I will

 10  give them suggestions that have worked for me at, you

 11  know, previous locations.

 12           But I don't -- I don't go to -- I don't

 13  specifically go to anybody to make recommendations

 14  on -- on abatement type issues.

 15  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 16      Q    When was the last time you inspected Holiday

 17  Liquor?

 18      A    Inspected?

 19           MS. ROBERTSON:  Vague.

 20  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 21      Q    I mean, by inspection, I mean surveillance.

 22  I'm not asking you to disclose the type or purpose of

 23  surveillance.  But taking a look at, just to make sure

 24  your testimony today is accurate as to the condition

 25  of the store.  So that's what I'm asking you.
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 01      A    Okay.  So, just so I understand, by

 02  "inspection," you don't necessarily mean going in and

 03  doing an --

 04      Q    No?

 05      A    -- alcohol beverage check where I'm looking

 06  inside the store?

 07      Q    No.  Because that's not your duty; right?

 08      A    That's right.

 09      Q    Yeah.

 10      A    If you're asking -- are you asking me the last

 11  time I conducted the surveillance in the area around

 12  the liquor store?

 13      Q    Correct.

 14      A    Um, last Thursday, I think.

 15      Q    Last Thursday.  Okay.  When you looked -- when

 16  you did the surveillance last Thursday, did you see

 17  any signage on the store?

 18      A    I don't recall.

 19      Q    Beginning from January of this year to the

 20  present, have you seen any signage on this store?

 21      A    I did do -- I don't recall for sure.

 22      Q    Going back to January 2018 to December 2018,

 23  have you seen any signage on this store?

 24      A    I don't recall.

 25      Q    Okay.  So, you don't have any information as
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 01  to whether or not, in the past three years, there have

 02  been signage issues as far as the law enforcement

 03  activities are concerned?

 04           MS. ROBERTSON:  Objection.

 05           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague.

 06           MS. ROBERTSON:  And argumentative.

 07           THE WITNESS:  The only specific knowledge that

 08  I have was my investigation where I was unable to see

 09  inside due to whatever was in the window.

 10  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 11      Q    Are you sure they were -- what -- what was it

 12  on the window?

 13      A    I don't know.

 14      Q    Can you refer to anything that you saw in the

 15  window?

 16      A    No, I can't.  I can only -- I can only say

 17  that I have an obstructed view.  Whether it was a

 18  poster or a display on the inside that was backed

 19  against the window, I really don't know.  I just know

 20  I wasn't able to see inside.

 21      Q    Would that particular obstruction be contained

 22  in your report that contains any of your investigation

 23  of the store?

 24      A    As to the specific item?

 25      Q    Correct.
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 01      A    No.

 02      Q    Have you had any lighting issues with respect

 03  to Holiday Liquor?

 04           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague.

 05           THE WITNESS:  I have not had any lighting

 06  issues.

 07  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 08      Q    Okay.  Do you know what the hours of operation

 09  is now for Holiday Liquor?

 10      A    I do not.

 11      Q    Okay.  What is your understanding as to the

 12  hours of operation?

 13           MR. AGUILERA:  At what point in time?

 14  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 15      Q    Between January of 2019 to the present.

 16      A    I have -- I have no clue.

 17      Q    How about between January 2018 to December

 18  2018?

 19      A    I -- no idea.

 20      Q    Do you have any information as to whether or

 21  not, as of the present moment, Holiday Liquor sells

 22  single serving containers of alcohol?

 23      A    I -- I -- I can't say with any kind of

 24  certainty other than I've seen -- no, as far as

 25  selling, I have no idea.
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 01      Q    How about serving?

 02      A    What's that, sir.

 03      Q    To serve?

 04           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague.

 05           THE WITNESS:  I -- all I can testify to is

 06  that I have seen persons on the property, and adjacent

 07  to the property, drinking single beers.  I don't know

 08  where they got them.

 09  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 10      Q    Okay.  Fair enough.  And it's my understanding

 11  that there is another liquor store which is east of

 12  Holiday Liquor, it's called Longs Market.

 13           Are you aware of that?

 14      A    I'm vaguely familiar with it.

 15      Q    Have you ever done any surveillance activities

 16  around Longs Market?

 17      A    Um, I probably have, but it would have been

 18  something where I've followed a car or moving

 19  surveillance to that liquor store or somebody went

 20  there to purchase and then moved on.

 21           But as far as going there to that location to

 22  look for narcotics activity, it's nothing I've ever

 23  done.

 24      Q    So, you've never been assigned to monitor that

 25  store?
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 01      A    No.

 02      Q    Okay.  And then, I'm also referring to there

 03  is a store where alcohol is served at the intersection

 04  of La Brea and Adams by the Chevron gas station?

 05      A    There is a Chevron gas station.

 06      Q    Yeah.  Do you -- are you aware that alcohols

 07  or liquors are sold in that store?

 08      A    I can't say I'm a hundred percent certain.

 09      Q    Have you ever seen homeless people in the area

 10  drinking alcohol in open cans in that -- at that

 11  particular location?

 12      A    No.

 13      Q    Okay.  Do you have any information as to

 14  whether or not Holiday Liquor and this management has

 15  installed or maintained remotely-monitorable

 16  high-resolution cameras?

 17      A    Yes.

 18      Q    Do you have access to those cameras?

 19      A    Yes.

 20      Q    And that is in keeping with your

 21  recommendation in abatement cases in other situations;

 22  correct?

 23      A    Yes.  But it's -- to be clear, I -- that has

 24  nothing to do with me on this one.  That's just --

 25      Q    No.  I know.  I'm just asking that -- you
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 01  know, you have a --

 02      A    It's in line with other recommendations that I

 03  have made in the past with other abatement locations.

 04      Q    Fair enough.  And are you aware that Holiday

 05  Liquor and its management has hired state-licensed

 06  security guard?

 07      A    I am not aware of that.

 08      Q    Okay.  Have you, between January 2019 to the

 09  present, seen any uniformed, armed security guard

 10  around the premises of Holiday Liquor?

 11      A    In -- in -- I can't say specifically from

 12  January of this year.  But in the time -- in the three

 13  years that I've conducted surveillance at the

 14  location, I have -- I can say for certain I have on

 15  one occasion seen an armed security guard.

 16      Q    Okay.

 17      A    Actually, let me rephrase that.  A uniformed

 18  security guard.  I don't know whether or not he was

 19  armed.

 20      Q    Okay.  So, and I also want to be clear with

 21  that.  With respect to individuals that you have seen

 22  consuming liquors or alcohol in the sidewalk in the

 23  vicinity of Holiday Liquor, you cannot state today

 24  that they are actually bought from Holiday Liquor?

 25      A    I can't say with certainty.
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 01      Q    Okay.  Do you have any information as to

 02  whether the owners or management of Holiday Liquor are

 03  aware of the narcotic activities within the area?

 04           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague, calls for

 05  speculation.  You can answer.

 06           THE WITNESS:  I have no idea.

 07  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 08      Q    Have you stated that Holiday Liquor has

 09  developed a reputation in the community as a place

 10  where illegal drugs are bought and sold?

 11      A    Yes.

 12      Q    What is the basis of that information?

 13      A    Um, well, prior to -- upon my arrival in

 14  Southwest Division, a little over three years ago and

 15  in joining the narcotics squad of that division, I

 16  was, you know, told within the first week of multiple

 17  locations throughout the division that are known

 18  narcotics sales locations, and that the area around

 19  Holiday Liquor was one of them.  And since that time,

 20  it's when we don't have directed enforcement

 21  activity -- and by that, I mean we are just going out,

 22  looking for things without a specific -- you know, go

 23  to this house, go to this place.  The area around

 24  Holiday Liquor is a location we go to all the time and

 25  see activity all the time.
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 01           Um, I have also been directed there or asked

 02  to go there by the Senior Lead Officer for the area as

 03  well as I receive -- I handle all the incoming citizen

 04  complaints regarding narcotics activity for our

 05  division.  So, as I go through them, I have, over the

 06  last three years, um, been directed to that area by

 07  citizens.

 08      Q    Okay.  And what do you mean that -- do you

 09  mean that the liquors -- illegal drugs are bought and

 10  sold inside the store?  Or in the vicinity of the

 11  area?

 12           MS. ROBERTSON:  Objection.  Vague.

 13           THE WITNESS:  I don't understand the question.

 14  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 15      Q    When you said that illegal drugs are bought

 16  and sold, are you referring to inside the store or

 17  outside the store?

 18      A    Both.

 19      Q    Both.  And to your knowledge, is the store

 20  involved in the sale of the illegal drugs?

 21           MS. ROBERTSON:  Object.

 22           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague.  You can

 23  answer.

 24           THE WITNESS:  I -- I don't know.

 25  / / /
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 01  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 02      Q    Okay.  Do you have any information to that

 03  effect?

 04      A    I have never received information that the

 05  owners of the business and/or the property were

 06  actively involved in the sales of narcotics.

 07      Q    Okay.  And to your information and based on

 08  your knowledge, who are the people responsible for

 09  these sales of the illegal drugs in the area?

 10           MR. AGUILERA:  And again, I'll just caution

 11  you regarding any ongoing criminal --

 12  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 13      Q    I'm not asking you specifically for names.

 14  I'm not asking you that.

 15           Counsel, I want you to understand, I'm not

 16  asking for the names, to the extent that they are

 17  subject of ongoing criminal investigation.  I'm aware

 18  of some of the people that you people arrested and

 19  prosecuted in the area.  So those are of record.

 20           So I'm asking you general information based on

 21  your training, your experience and your knowledge of

 22  the area, the people who are responsible for the

 23  illegal sales of drugs?

 24           MS. ROBERTSON:  Vague as to "responsible."

 25  / / /
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 01  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 02      Q    Okay.  You can answer.

 03      A    What I can try and do -- and hopefully this

 04  answer the question.  That I do understand your

 05  question.  But there's numerous ways in which

 06  narcotics are sold at the street level.

 07           The -- I can give you examples of the type of

 08  narcotic sales activity I've seen at the location, and

 09  that should answer your question.  I've seen persons

 10  that I believed to be narcotics users loitering in

 11  front of the location or adjacent to the location.

 12  Oftentimes, those persons will make a phone call or

 13  just wait for -- for a narcotics dealer to arrive in a

 14  vehicle.  That person will arrive in a vehicle and

 15  then there will be an exchange -- a narcotics

 16  exchange, you know, usually at the window of the car.

 17           I've seen the cars parked directly in front of

 18  the liquor store.  I've seen them parked next to the

 19  liquor store.  I've seen them park around the corner

 20  on Longwood.  The one thing that was consistent with

 21  all those is the person was waiting for the narcotics,

 22  were loitering around the liquor store prior to the

 23  sale occurring.

 24           I've also seen persons that we call "hooks,"

 25  and those are typically narcotics users that will
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 01  facilitate a narcotics transaction.  Um, so if a

 02  person is looking to purchase narcotics will come up

 03  to one of these hooks that is loitering in front of

 04  the store and attempt to purchase narcotics, that

 05  person will then facilitate the sale by either calling

 06  or flagging down or going to a person that is a dealer

 07  of narcotics.  They'll get the narcotics, and then in

 08  turn they will sell it or give it to the person that

 09  originally asked.  That person, even though they are a

 10  hook, they are also committing the act of narcotics

 11  sales.

 12           Additionally, I have done undercover

 13  investigations that involved the use of informants

 14  that have been sent there specifically to that area by

 15  myself and/or my team to purchase narcotics.  And one

 16  of my informants contacted a hook in front of the

 17  location.  The hook entered inside of the business and

 18  purchased narcotics from a person that was inside of

 19  the liquor store.

 20      Q    That is called controlled purchase; right?

 21      A    Well, if -- that type of investigation is

 22  called a controlled buy.

 23      Q    Controlled buy.  Okay.

 24           So, would that typically happen at any store?

 25           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Calls for
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 01  speculation.

 02           MS. ROBERTSON:  And vague.

 03           THE WITNESS:  Yeah.  I don't understand the

 04  question.

 05  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 06      Q    Okay.  The -- you said -- I'm using the

 07  example that you have chosen about the hook.  On

 08  control buy, is that something that can happen at any

 09  store?

 10           MS. ROBERTSON:  Objection.  Vague.

 11           THE WITNESS:  It could.

 12  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 13      Q    And also, as far as the criminal nuisance

 14  activities are concerned, they are not confined to the

 15  front of Holiday Liquor; correct?

 16           MS. ROBERTSON:  Objection.  Vague.

 17           THE WITNESS:  Confined?  No, not confined.

 18  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 19      Q    You also have activities off Longwood and

 20  Adams Boulevard; correct?

 21      A    There is activity that occurred there.

 22      Q    Okay.  And there is activities at the corner

 23  of La Brea and Adams Boulevard by the Chevron gas

 24  station; correct?

 25      A    There are accurate -- there are narcotics
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 01  activities that occur at multiple locations throughout

 02  the Southwest Division.

 03      Q    And in this situation that you describe, for

 04  instance, in the controlled buy situation, what is the

 05  owner of a business to do under the circumstances to

 06  prevent something like that from happening?

 07           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Calls for

 08  speculation and incomplete hypothetical.  You can

 09  answer.

 10           THE WITNESS:  Well, I mean, it -- it -- part

 11  of it is all those suggested improvements to avoid it

 12  occurring to begin with.  Um, I would encourage a

 13  business owner that if illegal activity was occurring

 14  inside of their location, would be to call the police,

 15  provide the police with the footage of -- the video

 16  footage, if there is some, a description, make a crime

 17  report and actually become an active participant in --

 18  in deterring crime or making an arrest.

 19  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 20      Q    But, for instance, if they see one who is

 21  trespassing, who is a known drug dealer, to call the

 22  police; correct?

 23           MS. ROBERTSON:  Objection.  Vague.

 24           THE WITNESS:  It -- it really depends on the

 25  circumstance.  I mean, if they -- if -- I wouldn't --
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 01  I would not necessarily tell someone to call the

 02  police if they saw someone that they know in the past

 03  has been a drug dealer.  Um, I -- but if that person

 04  was doing any kind of illegal activity, everything

 05  from trespassing to sales of narcotics, yes, I would

 06  say they should call the police.

 07  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 08      Q    And that would be based on the owner's or

 09  employee's knowledge of the illegal activities;

 10  correct?

 11           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Calls for

 12  speculation.  You can answer.

 13           THE WITNESS:  Like I said, it really -- it

 14  depends.

 15           I mean, you know, I don't expect a business

 16  owner or a clerk to be aware of all the crimes that

 17  exist on the face of the earth, um, to know and be

 18  able to regularly identify and, you know, every time

 19  crime that exists, but there are some -- some basic

 20  things that I would expect most people to be familiar

 21  with and be able to identify or at least it should

 22  strike them as suspicious activity.

 23           Additionally, there is a set of rules, you

 24  know, with every ABC establishment in order to have a

 25  license that kind of dictates certain things that may
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 01  not be a crime otherwise, but may be a violation of

 02  that license.  I've had a lot of liquor store owners

 03  or ABC owners take on enforcement or notification of

 04  police when persons are doing something that would

 05  compromise their license or the condition of their

 06  license.

 07  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 08      Q    Do you know personally if ABC has been

 09  involved in investigation of a Holiday Liquor with

 10  respect to the nuisance activities we mentioned?

 11      A    I have no idea.

 12      Q    Do you have any information as to whether or

 13  not Holiday Liquor has failed any ABC test to be able

 14  to keep their license?

 15      A    I have no idea.

 16      Q    So the citizens complain to you about the drug

 17  activities in the area.  Do they typically call you or

 18  they call 911 on that channel to you?

 19      A    Honestly, the way I receive information, it

 20  varies.

 21           I mean, there's persons that call 911.

 22  There's persons that call the non-emergency line.

 23  There's persons that make an anonymous complaint to

 24  narcotics division and, in turn, narcotics division

 25  types up, basically, a form saying, hey, go
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 01  investigate this area.  That will come to me.

 02           There's Crime Stoppers which is an online --

 03  anonymous way where people can go online and say, you

 04  know, whatever the criminal activity going on in an

 05  area.

 06           There's persons that will tell their Senior

 07  Lead Officer, hey, they're selling drugs in the area.

 08  That Senior Lead Officer says, hey, can you go check

 09  that.

 10           There's persons that call the City Attorney's

 11  Office, the District Attorney's Office, the Captain's

 12  Office, and the Chief of Police sometimes.

 13           So, all those different means filter to me,

 14  and then we make a determination of what -- what and

 15  how we can investigate.  So, I get them in all

 16  different forms.

 17      Q    Has the Councilman for District 10 --

 18      A    Councilman?

 19      Q    Yeah.  For District 10, I think that's

 20  Mr. Wesson.

 21           MR. SHERIFF:  Herb Wesson.

 22  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 23      Q    Has anyone from his office called you

 24  regarding drug activity in the area?

 25      A    I don't recall.
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 01      Q    And to your knowledge, has Mr. Abdul Sheriff

 02  -- I can represent to you, he's the owner of the store

 03  -- has he reached out to the Southwest Division

 04  regarding the drug activity in the area?

 05           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Calls for

 06  speculation, no foundation.  You can answer.

 07           THE WITNESS:  I can only state that he has

 08  never -- I've never spoken with him.

 09  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 10      Q    Okay.  But to your knowledge, you don't know

 11  whether he has reached out to the Southwest Division?

 12      A    I have no idea.

 13      Q    And as far as the committee members are

 14  concerned, when is the last time you received

 15  information about drug activity in the area?

 16           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  The committee

 17  members?

 18  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 19      Q    Community members?

 20           MR. AGUILERA:  Community members.

 21           MS. ROBERTSON:  And objection.  Vague.

 22           THE WITNESS:  I can't recall at this point.

 23  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 24      Q    Okay.  Between January 2019 to the present,

 25  has there been any changes in terms of the frequency
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 01  of drug activities in the vicinity of the business

 02  Holiday Liquor?

 03           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague, calls for

 04  speculation.  You can answer.

 05           THE WITNESS:  Not in my observation.

 06  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 07      Q    Okay.  Has the activity remained the same?

 08  Gone down?  Or gone up?

 09           MR. AGUILERA:  Same objections.

 10           THE WITNESS:  It appears to me to be the same

 11  every time I've gone out there for the last three

 12  years.

 13  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 14      Q    Okay.  And the area you cover again, can you

 15  give me the -- the area that you see the activities

 16  going on?

 17           I know you say that from the drug store all

 18  the way to Longwood.  And does that also include the

 19  La Brea area?

 20           MR. AGUILERA:  Well, objection.  I think it

 21  misstates his testimony.

 22  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 23      Q    But you can -- strike that.

 24           Can you tell me the area that your

 25  investigation has shown you the drug activity have
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 01  remained the same?

 02           MS. ROBERTSON:  Objection.  Vague.

 03           THE WITNESS:  Every investigation, almost

 04  without exception, that I have done in that general

 05  area, one or more of the persons involved have been

 06  one time or another in front of the liquor store.

 07           The majority of the activity and arrests that

 08  I have made, if I've made an arrest that day, have

 09  been between the liquor store and Longwood.  I have

 10  sometimes made it across the street.  I have sometimes

 11  followed somebody from the gas station.  But the

 12  majority of the enforcement activity has taken place

 13  on that one block -- the half a block, actually.

 14  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 15      Q    And the half a block is between Longwood and

 16  West View?

 17      A    No.  In the front of the liquor store.

 18      Q    And how many arrests have you made between

 19  January 2018 to the present?

 20           MS. ROBERTSON:  Vague.

 21           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Calls for

 22  speculation.  You can answer.

 23           THE WITNESS:  Arrests in total?

 24  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 25      Q    Yeah.
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 01      A    For anything?

 02      Q    No.  I would say with respect to your current

 03  activities which is drug and narcotics enforcement;

 04  correct?

 05      A    Yes.  But you're asking me city-wide how many?

 06      Q    No, no, no.  Within the area.  We are talking

 07  about liquor store -- Holiday Liquor and the vicinity.

 08      A    Okay.  So -- so I understand your question,

 09  you're asking me how many arrests my squad or myself

 10  have made specifically tied to the area around Holiday

 11  Liquor.

 12      Q    Holiday Liquor store, yeah.

 13           MR. AGUILERA:  For two years.

 14  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 15      Q    Yes.

 16      A    I'm -- I'm roughly estimating a dozen.

 17      Q    A dozen.  How many have you made between

 18  January 2019 to the present?

 19      A    Arrests?

 20      Q    Yes.

 21      A    It -- I just -- not all of my investigations

 22  result in an immediate arrest.  So, there's many times

 23  where my investigation starts in that area, but then

 24  we'll finish three weeks later in 77th Division.

 25      Q    Okay.

�0045

 01      A    And it may not make sense to you, but in the

 02  course of how we do our investigations, that's

 03  sometimes how it happens.

 04      Q    Okay.

 05      A    So to -- and I do understand your question,

 06  but to go back and say specifically how many arrests

 07  have been made in that half a block since January of

 08  this year, um, I -- I don't know.  I'd have to look at

 09  my roster.  I don't know offhand.

 10      Q    And have there been any arrests this year in

 11  front of Holiday Liquor, to your knowledge?

 12      A    I don't -- I'm not sure.  I don't believe

 13  directly in front of the location, no.

 14           MR. AGUILERA:  That's for drugs, right, and

 15  narcotics?

 16  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 17      Q    For drug -- the area -- the things that you

 18  are assigned to.

 19      A    Okay.

 20      Q    To work on in the area.  All right.

 21           Other than drugs and narcotics, do you cover

 22  any other vices in the area?

 23      A    Yes.

 24      Q    Like what?

 25      A    Um, whatever my captain wants me to document
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 01  as far as vice activity.  Um, the vice unit handles

 02  those things.  Anything that falls under that -- which

 03  would be prostitution, alcohol-related, that type of

 04  thing -- we don't -- I will -- my squad does not do

 05  that.  But my captain will ask me to do robbery

 06  enforcement.  My captain will ask me to do fireworks

 07  enforcement.  So, I mean, where my main focus and my

 08  main job task is narcotics investigations, I will

 09  handle anything that is needed by -- if they need a

 10  plainclothes unit, we'll do.

 11      Q    All right.  Are you aware of the homelessness

 12  issue in the area of Holiday Liquor between January

 13  2019 to present?

 14           MS. ROBERTSON:  Objection.  Vague.

 15           MR. AGUILERA:  Join.

 16           MS. ROBERTSON:  Sorry.

 17           MR. AGUILERA:  It's okay.

 18           THE WITNESS:  No.

 19  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 20      Q    To your knowledge, have you seen a lot of

 21  homeless people loitering in the area of Western

 22  Boulevard, between Holiday Liquor and La Brea, from

 23  January 2019 to the present?

 24      A    I -- I can't really answer that question, sir,

 25  because I can't make a determination whether somebody
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 01  is homeless based upon my observations.  Unless, of

 02  course, I saw tents or something that indicated that

 03  person was living in that area.  And if you're asking

 04  me if someone -- if it appears people are living on

 05  the street in that area, I would say no.

 06      Q    Okay.  Have you seen people in tents around

 07  the corner of La Brea and Adams between January 2019

 08  to present?

 09      A    No.

 10      Q    Okay.  Have you seen people in tents under the

 11  10 freeway, which is north of La Brea and West Adams,

 12  between January 2010 -- 2019 to present?

 13      A    Not to my recollection.

 14      Q    And have you seen people moving their carts

 15  from La Brea Boulevard on Adams, going east of Adams,

 16  between January 2019 'til present?

 17      A    What was the word?  Carts?

 18      Q    Yeah.  Carts, shopping carts.

 19      A    I can't say specifically.

 20      Q    Okay.  Officer Levin, did anyone prevail on

 21  you to file any document that will force the closure

 22  of Holiday Liquor?

 23      A    I didn't -- I didn't understand the first word

 24  you said.

 25      Q    Has anyone from either the community, the
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 01  police, the councilman's office, prevail on you to put

 02  documents together that will force the closure of

 03  Holiday Liquor?

 04      A    Oh, no.

 05      Q    Is it your intention to have Holiday Liquor

 06  closed?

 07      A    Me, personally?

 08      Q    Yeah.

 09      A    No.

 10      Q    In your capacity as a police officer?

 11      A    No.

 12      Q    Now, do you think that people who loiter

 13  around Holiday Liquor are homeless people?

 14           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague, calls for

 15  speculation.  You can answer.

 16           THE WITNESS:  Do I think the people that

 17  loiter in front of there are homeless?

 18  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 19      Q    Yes.

 20      A    No.

 21      Q    Do you know if some of the people that loiter

 22  there are homeless people?

 23      A    I don't know.

 24      Q    Okay.  Do you know whether some of the people

 25  that patronize the drug dealers there are homeless
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 01  people?

 02      A    I don't know.

 03      Q    Do you know whether some of the people that

 04  sell drugs in the area -- and by "the area," I mean

 05  the vicinity of Holiday Liquor all the way to La

 06  Brea -- are homeless people?

 07      A    That -- that sell the narcotics?

 08      Q    Yes.

 09      A    I'm not aware of that.

 10      Q    Were you assigned to deal specifically with

 11  the issue of homelessness within the area?

 12      A    Homelessness?

 13      Q    Yes, sir.

 14      A    No.

 15      Q    Have any of the community members,

 16  neighborhood residents reached out to you on the

 17  problems of homelessness within the area?

 18      A    No.

 19      Q    How about the problem of prostitution?

 20      A    No.

 21      Q    How about the problems of gang?

 22      A    No.  But -- I want to make sure that you do

 23  understand what my assignment is with narcotics.

 24           If there is a gang or a prostitution problem

 25  in the area and that is called in by somebody, it
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 01  would not come to me.  So, I can't say whether the

 02  gang unit has received information or the vice unit

 03  has received information.  But no one has come to the

 04  narcotics unit complaining of these things.

 05           MR. NWABUZOR:  All right.  So, what I'm going

 06  to do is -- this will be quicker than the last one.

 07  I'm going to review my notes, and then I'll come back

 08  and wrap up my questioning.

 09           So, take about 15-minutes break, 10, 15

 10  minutes.

 11           (Off the record.)

 12  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 13      Q    We are back on the record.

 14           Officer, you're still under oath; correct?

 15      A    Yes, sir.

 16      Q    When you made arrest around the vicinity of

 17  Holiday Liquor for drug users, generally the people

 18  you arrested, were they homeless people?

 19           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Calls for

 20  speculation.  You can answer.

 21           THE WITNESS:  I don't -- I have no idea.

 22  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 23      Q    How about the drug sellers, the drug dealers?

 24  Do you know if they were homeless people?

 25           MR. AGUILERA:  Same objection.
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 01           THE WITNESS:  I can't say for certainty.

 02  There's never been an indicator to me that any of the

 03  folks involved in this are homeless.

 04  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 05      Q    Okay.  And who -- there is a person by the

 06  name of Detective Reyes.  Do you know who that is?

 07           MR. AGUILERA:  How do you spell the last name?

 08  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 09      Q    R-e-y-e-s.

 10      A    I mean, I know several Reyeses in the

 11  department, but not -- I don't know who specifically

 12  that --

 13      Q    Who is the head of narcotics department,

 14  Southwest Division?

 15      A    Had -- are you asking me who is?

 16      Q    Yes.

 17      A    Jesus Martinez.  Jesus Martinez.

 18      Q    Are you aware of an arrest sometime in 2017

 19  involving a drug dealer, goes by the street name Lala?

 20           MR. AGUILERA:  L-a-l-a?

 21           MR. NWABUZOR:  Yes.

 22           THE WITNESS:  I'm familiar with it, yes.

 23  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 24      Q    Okay.  Do you know the person that provided

 25  the information that led to the arrest of Lala?
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 01      A    Not off the top of my head, I do not.

 02      Q    Do you know whether the owner of Holiday

 03  Liquor, Mr. Sheriff, led to the arrest of drug dealer

 04  Lala?

 05      A    I have no idea.

 06           (Off the record.)

 07  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 08      Q    Now, we talked about the video cameras before

 09  as one of the measures that we have in deterring drug

 10  activities.  Now, do you know if there is a camera in

 11  the vicinity of the church at the same Holiday Liquor?

 12      A    I -- I don't know if there's cameras at the

 13  church.

 14      Q    And do you -- so you don't have access to the

 15  camera that covers the church area, the intersection

 16  of Longwood and -- and Adams Boulevard?

 17      A    The only cameras that I have access to are the

 18  ones -- the Holiday Liquor cameras.

 19      Q    Okay.

 20      A    So, if one of those angles covers that

 21  intersection, then it's possible.

 22           But if you're asking me if I have access to,

 23  like, church cameras or somebody else, I don't.

 24      Q    We have it on record that Mr. Sheriff provided

 25  the church with video cameras to cover the area of the
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 01  church.  I wanted to know if you were aware of that.

 02      A    I -- I have no idea.

 03      Q    And when you look at the camera that you have

 04  access to from Holiday Liquor, does it go as far as

 05  the intersection of La Brea and Adams Boulevard?

 06      A    No.

 07      Q    Okay.  How far does it go, going westbound?

 08      A    Um, to the best of my recollection, there --

 09  there's three exteriors that I have access to that, at

 10  best, cover, in a westbound direction, maybe not as

 11  far as the corner but just, kind of, a few feet past

 12  the edge of the Holiday Liquor building, facing

 13  westbound.

 14      Q    Have you -- has that been an issue in terms of

 15  your law enforcement activities as to how far the

 16  cameras can go?

 17      A    No.

 18           MR. AGUILERA:  Objection.  Vague.

 19  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 20      Q    But you never requested for additional cameras

 21  to be installed to enable your view, as far as you

 22  can, westbound?

 23      A    No.  I didn't.  I've never.

 24      Q    How about going eastbound?

 25      A    No.
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 01      Q    Okay.  Now, were you requested by the People

 02  to sign a declaration regarding your investigation

 03  activities with respect to this case?

 04      A    By the People, you mean the City Attorney's

 05  Office?

 06      Q    Yes.

 07      A    Yes.

 08      Q    And you signed it; correct?

 09      A    Yes.

 10      Q    With respect to the investigation in December

 11  19, 2018 where you had a -- where you had an incident

 12  involving a hook that made a drug purchase inside the

 13  store, did you ultimately make an arrest?

 14      A    I believe so, but it wasn't at that day and

 15  time or location.

 16      Q    Okay.  So, who did you arrest?  The hook or

 17  the purchaser?

 18      A    No.  We -- we arrested the seller, the dealer.

 19  Not the hook or the purchaser.

 20      Q    Is that typically the target for you?

 21      A    Yes.

 22      Q    And was he prosecuted?

 23      A    I don't know.

 24      Q    To your recollection, did the dealer have an

 25  address?  The one you arrested?
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 01      A    I believe so, I -- I'm not a hundred percent

 02  because they kind of -- there's a lot of arrests and a

 03  lot of search warrant services.  I'm pretty sure that

 04  investigation led to a search warrant service at a

 05  residence, and then someone was arrested at a

 06  residence.

 07      Q    Have you made any arrests around the vicinity

 08  of Longs store?

 09      A    Of which store?

 10      Q    Long -- Long Supermarket?  Is it Long?

 11           MR. SHERIFF:  Yes.  Longs Market.

 12  BY MR. NWABUZOR:

 13      Q    Longs Market?

 14      A    Oh, it is the one that's --

 15      Q    East?

 16      A    -- east of the location?  Not to my

 17  recollection.

 18      Q    Again, how about the store at the corner of La

 19  Brea and Adams?

 20      A    By "store," are you referring to the gas

 21  station?

 22      Q    The gas station; correct.

 23      A    Um, I don't recall any arrests made at that

 24  gas station.

 25      Q    How about made arrests in the vicinity of
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 01  Longwood and Adams; correct?

 02      A    Yes.

 03           MR. NWABUZOR:  All right.  I don't have any

 04  other questions.  I don't know if Mr. Aguilera has

 05  any.

 06           MR. AGUILERA:  No questions.

 07           MR. NWABUZOR:  Or you?

 08           MS. ROBERTSON:  No questions.

 09           MR. NWABUZOR:  Okay.  So we pretty much done.

 10  Mr. Aguilera is going to explain to you -- I'm sure

 11  you're familiar with that.  So, we'll go with the same

 12  stipulation as before.  Is that agreeable to you?

 13           MR. AGUILERA:  Let me just ask him about

 14  timing.  We can go off the record for this.

 15           (Off the record.)

 16           MR. AGUILERA:  So same stipulation?

 17           MR. NWABUZOR:  Have the same stipulation as

 18  the last one.

 19           So, thank you, Officer.

 20           MS. ROBERTSON:  So stipulated.

 21           THE REPORTER:  And copy order the same?

 22           MR. AGUILERA:  Yes.  Same order.

 23           MS. ROBERTSON:  Same order.

 24           (The following stipulation entered into

 25  between counsel at the conclusion of Ana Maria Mejia's
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 01  deposition, taken June 10, 2019 is incorporated herein

 02  as follows:

 03           "MR. AGUILERA:  Okay.  So, what I would

 04  propose is that the court reporter forward the

 05  transcript to my office, to my attention, and I will

 06  see to it that Officer Mejia has an opportunity to

 07  review it.  And then I will inform you of changes,

 08  corrections, anything of that nature.

 09           "So tell me your time limits.

 10           "MR. NWABUZOR:  I need it as quickly as

 11  possible because we have to file responsive pleadings.

 12  So, can you do that within a week of receipt?

 13           "MR. AGUILERA:  So, you're going to have it

 14  expedited?

 15           "MR. NWABUZOR:  Yeah.

 16           "MR. AGUILERA:  So, when will we get this?

 17           "THE REPORTER:  This is the first I'm hearing

 18  of this.

 19           "MR. NWABUZOR:  We'll need within a week.

 20           "THE REPORTER:  So, you'll have it within a

 21  week.

 22           "MR. AGUILERA:  Okay.  And then how long after

 23  I get it are you asking for?

 24           "MR. NWABUZOR:  You can do it in a week;

 25  right?
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 01           "MR. AGUILERA:  So two weeks from today?

 02           "MR. NWABUZOR:  Yeah.

 03           "MR. AGUILERA:  Okay.  So, if I get it a week

 04  from today, are you going to be anywhere, Officer?

 05           "THE WITNESS:  No.

 06           "MR. AGUILERA:  Okay.  We'll make sure she

 07  gets it.

 08           "MR. NWABUZOR:  Do you think -- I don't know

 09  how long it's going to take her to do it.  It's my --

 10  the pressure is on me.

 11           "MR. AGUILERA:  The court reporter is going to

 12  get it to me in a week.

 13           "MR. NWABUZOR:  Okay.

 14           "MR. AGUILERA:  I will get it from Officer

 15  Mejia, and we'll inform you in a week, the date I get

 16  it, of any corrections and the fact of signature under

 17  penalty of perjury; is that okay?

 18           "MR. NWABUZOR:  Sure.  And you maintain

 19  custody of --

 20           "MR. AGUILERA:  Of the original.

 21           "MR. NWABUZOR:  -- And produce the same at the

 22  hearing --

 23           "MR. AGUILERA:  At the hearing.

 24           "MR. NWABUZOR:  -- or trial.  And if the

 25  original is not produced upon reasonable request, then
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 01  a certified, true copy of the original can be used for

 02  all purposes in this case.

 03           "MR. AGUILERA:  So stipulated.

 04           "MS. ROBERTSON:  So stipulated.

 05           "MR. NWABUZOR:  Thank you."

 06           (The deposition concluded at 3:21 p.m.)

 07                           * * *
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 01           DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

 02  

 03           I, JEDD LEVIN, do hereby certify under penalty

 04  of perjury that I have read the foregoing transcript

 05  of my deposition taken June 10, 2019; that I have made

 06  such corrections on the errata sheet provided; that my

 07  testimony as contained herein, as corrected, is true

 08  and correct.

 09           DATED this _____ day of _____, 20_____ at

 10  __________________, California.

 11  

 12  

 13  

 14  

 15  

 16                                 ______________________

 17                                     JEDD LEVIN

 18  

 19  

 20  

 21  

 22  

 23  

 24  

 25  
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 01                 REPORTER'S CERTIFICATION

 02  

 03           I, Carol L. Mitchell, CSR No. 12319 for the

 04  State of California, do hereby certify:

 05           That the foregoing witness was by me duly

 06  sworn; that the deposition was then taken before me at

 07  the time and place herein set forth; that the

 08  testimony and proceedings were reported

 09  stenographically by me and later transcribed into

 10  typewriting under my direction; that the foregoing is

 11  a true record of the testimony and proceedings taken

 12  at the time.

 13           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my name

 14  this 17th day of June, 2019.

 15  

 16  

 17  

 18  

 19                      ________________________________

 20                      CAROL L. MITCHELL, CSR NO. 12319

 21  

 22  

 23  

 24  

 25  



